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A Letter from Crawford
'Well, that's a waste of time,' the stranger barked at me as I was getting out of my parked
car, minding my own business. 'Excuse me?' I responded, concerned that he clearly had
an issue but unsure why he was being so hostile. He pointed to my windscreen and said
'Your sticker, pray for Ukraine!'
Quickly I recognised the emotive topic that was being raised, as well as the huge build
and aggressive nature of the gentleman who chose to challenge me. I think it's called
‘fight or flight’ instincts kicked in, but I decided to act 'the daft laddie' and ask, in the
gentlest way, why he thought so. Of course, any person who professes a Christian faith
will be able to more or less quickly summarise the words and feelings this gentleman
shared and you would be right. It was clear, however, that his words came from a place
of genuine pain for what was happening and a real anger that if there was a God, where is
He in all this? As he was talking I was listening, and praying ' Lord, help me to listen,
help me to speak and please move through this encounter'. I am pleased to say that we
both shared in a very helpful discussion; I learned from him, he gave me his viewpoint in
a kind and respectful way, he shared his frustrations of politics and of religion (two
subjects that are dangerous grounds to touch on, especially with strangers), and, as he
shared, I recognised a man of deep compassion and I understood his frustration at
wanting to roll up his sleeves and get in there to help and protect those innocent men,
women and children who needed our support, and his feelings of helplessness at not being
able to do anything. That is the point where I asked him again about my car sticker. I
wondered if he felt so negative about what it said because he might hold a misinformed
view of what prayer actually is?
I asked him what prayer was as far as he was concerned. He responded just as I thought
and he described prayer in a way I at one stage in my life would have. A list of requests
and wishes presented to a Santa Claus-like figure. This view of prayer is so damaging
and suffocating in our Christian journey. I understood why this man said what he had
said, I told him, so I also told him when he shared with me his compassion for those
hurting people he expressed, whether he knew it or not, believed it or not, the most
beautiful and powerful prayer. A tear, a sigh, an act of frustration and righteous anger,
are all powerful and beautiful prayers that because, in the same way, the Spirit helps us in
our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. (Romans 6.28, New
International Bible.) Wordless groans are powerful prayers!
My dear friends, in the face of inhumanity, injustice, undeserved suffering, pain and loss,
remember our wordless groans are in fact beautiful prayers that God hears and answers.
Please continue in your prayerful state for the people of Ukraine.
God Richly bless you,

Crawford.
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St James’s Church is open for ‘Prayers for Ukraine’ every Sunday evening for 30 mins,
from 5.30, for as long as the conflict continues. Feel free to come as and when you can.
Messengers are free and are in Spar (near till and Post Office), Fiveways, Co-Op Station Road and Wine Well.
The best place to find them is Spar. Mhairi can email copies (mek@kimmitt.org) if wished or provide spares if
she has any. She welcomes items of news and offers to write general interest articles.

The Prayer Group/Bible Study, meets on Wednesdays, at 10.15, in Barbara’s home.

At present
they are prayer meetings for Ukraine but will later study Jeremiah. It is an informal group but ring Barbara,
305472, if you are interested in coming.

Zoom Circuit Bible Study:

Tuesdays, 7.30. None on April 19th. Then 9 weeks based on Paula
Gooder’s ‘Women of Holy Week: an Easter Journey in Nine Stories’. Circuitadmin@tendringunited.org.uk.

The URC Daily Devotions are available for free for anyone, from dailydevotions@urc.org.uk.
Simple Lunches: None on April 1st but one on May 6th 12.30-1.30, St James’s, min. donation £3.
Area Partnership Meeting:

Wednesday 6th April, 7.00 for 7.30 at Emmanuel URC, Walton,
when Lindsey Brown, the Synod Mission & Training Officer, will talk to us about Hybrid Church. Mhairi
hopes to go and would welcome the company of anyone interested in coming with her.

Open House:

Janet Russell has restarted her monthly 2nd Monday monthly coffee and get-togethers to
chat, on April 11th & May 9th, 10.30-12.00. New folk are invited to drop in any time during the morning.

Good Friday:

the traditional combined service is at 10.15 in St James’s Church, followed by a Walk of
Witness at 11.00, following the cross, with singing and prayers at several stops. It will go to Gander Goose
Green and back, but people can wait at the fountain for its return to St James’s Church, where there will be
hot crossed buns and coffee on offer. It is important for impact that it is silent, and not too spaced out.

Easter Day:

Easter Egg hunt in All Saints’ churchyard, 3.00-5.00. See posters nearer the time.

Friendship Club:

April 28th and May 26th.Calling all senior citizens! Every fourth Thursday in
our Church Hall from 10-12. Come and meet new friends and look at items from Museum albums. Don’t sit
at home - come and have a cuppa and a chat! Just turn up. It is very friendly and you are assured of a warm
welcome. It is free, organised by Age Concern, aimed at older people, including those with carers.

MOTHERS’ DAY SERVICE
Sadly, Revd Lythan was unable to be with us due to the death of her mother, and we remembered her with
love at this sad time. However, our faithful stewards had arranged a very meaningful service, which we all
enjoyed. It was good to have children with us, as well as our friends Jean and Graham, all the way from
Gerrards Cross.
We began our service with a responsive reading from Psalm 139 before joining in the singing of ‘Love divine,
all love excelling.’ Rosina then told us something of the history of Mothers’ Day – or Mothering Sunday as
it was known in the Church. Originally, the day had nothing to do with mothers, but was the day when people
were expected to visit their ‘Mother church’ (their local place of worship), to give thanks to God for all his
gifts. This took place during Lent, and in time became a day when young people were often given a day off
to go home to visit their mothers, especially the many young women who were in service. But it was an
American social activist, Anna Jarvis, who worked hard to have this day celebrated nationally – Mothers were
honoured, presented with flowers and given special treats, including simnel cakes. In 1905 it was recognized
as a day of special thanksgiving for the gifts and sacrifices of motherhood, and of God’s love and ‘mothering’
of his children, and our service this morning was part of this happy tradition.
Barbara spoke to us of Hannah and Mary, the mother of Jesus. Both women bore God-given sons who were
to have a special place in God’s plan of salvation, Hannah’s son, Samuel, as a prophet and leader of the people
of Israel, and Jesus Christ, son of Mary, to be the Saviour of the world. Mary’s song of praise, the Magnificat,
echoes Hannah’s song of thanksgiving, and we read this together before singing ‘Tell out my soul...’, the
lovely hymn based on Mary’s joyful song.
As Doreen led our intercessions we were called to pray especially for the many mothers who today are
suffering in so many ways – for those who have lost children, those left alone to bring up a family, and the
many mothers struggling to feed and clothe their children and keep them safe. I am sure that as we prayed
pictures came into our minds of the thousands of Ukrainian mothers with their children, fleeing from their
homes due to the Russian invasion.
Our service concluded as we sang ‘Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee’, expressing our own
love and gratitude for the love and care which we receive from God, and our desire to love and serve him.
Then, following the sharing of the Grace, two delightful little girls, dressed in their Sunday best, brought us
all tulips and daffodils! A happy Mothers’ Day was shared by us all.
Jean James

CONGRATULATIONS
Michael Beckett has won a prestigious Director of the Year award from the Institute of Directors for his work
with Colchester Foodbank. This was the East of England Region's Chair's Award, the IoD’s highest accolade,
judged by a panel of senior Directors. The awards ceremony was held at the Radisson Blu Stansted Hotel on
Friday March 18th.
The award "recognises an individual who has demonstrated real leadership of their organisation and made a
significant contribution to the regional community", adding that it "recognises outstanding professionalism
and the implementation of best practice in governance and leadership".
Since becoming Chief Officer of Colchester Foodbank in 2017, Michael has increased its income tenfold,
boosted the number of centres from two to ten and added over 200 volunteers to its teams. The charity
provided meals for over 15,000 people last year. It is good to see such outstanding results, though sad so
many meals are needed. Congratulations and thanks to him for this work and achieving this award.

THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
The World Day of Prayer, Friday March 4th, got off to a good start, with our first Simple Lunch for over
two years immediately before the service. The ladies provided various excellent soups, which everyone
enjoyed. It wasn’t quite the turnout of folk that we have had in the past but I expect that is due to Covid
caution. Hopefully, like everything else, it will improve as life gets back to some sort of normal!
A few stalwart ladies stayed on for the World Day of Prayer service. When I say ‘a few’, I am being rather
generous. Apart from Alison, who led the service, the 10 other ladies who participated in the various
prayers and readings, and Chris Bloor on the piano, just 3 of us were in the audience, as it were.
This was a great shame, as it was a lovely service, with a very positive atmosphere. This year it was
prepared by the Christian women of England, Wales and Northern Ireland and the theme was ‘I know the
plans I have for you', and was designed to move from Darkness to Light, from negative places to the positive
hope we find in God and God’s plans for us.
To symbolise hope they used light, in the form of candles, and sunflower seeds, which were given out to
everyone who was present. Seven candles were lit during the service, one for each of the seven regions of
the World Day of Prayer family.
It was good to hear the phrase, “God our Mother and Father”, in this service - not in a provocative sense, but
to draw attention to the wider imagery of God. Thus taking small steps towards an understanding of God
beyond gender.
Getting back to the theme of the service, ‘I know the plans I have for you', hope and moving from darkness
to light: this couldn’t have been more relevant for our lives today. The tragedy unfolding in Ukraine has
enveloped all of us in a dark cloud of despair and a feeling of helplessness. Enough to test the strongest of
faiths.
So, may our World Day of Prayer become an every day of prayer, whose beautiful energy moves that
mountain of Darkness enough to let in the light.
Mary Burridge
(The contributions in the envelopes provided with the service booklets from those present amounted to
£69.85, an amazing amount from the small number of people present. Editor.)

NEWSLETTER FOR ALL SAINTS’ PROJECT
Their March/April Newsletter reports that the National Lottery Heritage Fund has given them ‘Permission to
Start’, having approved all their latest budgets etc, so they can now claim against the grant and will shortly
be advertising for contractors to tender for the professional building work, hoping to be able to use local
offers, to be environmentally friendly. Once work starts all services will be at St James’s, on Health &
Safety grounds. They are still searching for new funding, as 33% needs to be found from other sources.
Prayers for successful applications are requested. Local fund-raising continues, with nearly £340 raised by
the Holy Mowers over their recent weekend selling snowdrops, tea and cakes at the church, who have a
heart-shaped planting of daffodils on the south-west corner of the church, with the initials NLHF, which the
visitors assessing the grant application in November liked.
(Work has now been scheduled to start in July, so all services from then will be in St James’s Church. Editor.)

Churches Together Reports
On February 7th 12 representatives of CTB, together with the Revd Tom Osborne, met in St James’s Church
for both the AGM and an Ordinary Meeting, starting with prayers, then apologies from Caroline and
Michael Beckett and the Oasis representatives. The Ordinary Meeting was then adjourned for the AGM.
Annual General Meeting: the Minutes were read and accepted and the Chairman reported that activities had
again been curtailed by Covid restrictions but Carols Outside had been held, in aid of refugee support. The
Treasurer’s report was accepted and thanks given to Jean James for dealing with them earlier. Unanimous
election to offices were: Chairman, Vivien Chapman; Vice-Chair, Barbara Brittain; Secretary, Alison
Gabbedy; Treasurer, Janet Russell; Press Officer, Carole Maytum and the meeting was closed.
Vivien Chapman then continued the Ordinary Meeting, welcoming Tom. The Minutes of both the meeting
on October 20th, updated at the November 20th meeting, were mainly about Christmas plans, with mention
of future hoped for events, and were duly accepted.
Arising from them were: a meeting for planning the World Day of Prayer on March 3rd and the restarting of
Simple Lunches the same day; Janet restarting her monthly Open House coffee mornings on the second
Monday; the Lent courses (since publicised in the Messenger); Good Friday plans, the traditional combined
service at 10.15, and a Silent Walk of Witness at 11.00 following the cross a date for a minimarket, (later
confirmed as May 14th, details in the Notices) to be held for the local St Osyth Deanery CAP group
(Christians Against Poverty), and that the local Debt Coach be asked to address the next CTB meeting;
The Tuesday monthly lunches the United Church hosted at the Victoria Café before lockdown will be
restarted under the Churches Together umbrella on Tuesday April 19th at 12.00 and thereafter every third
Tuesday. These are an opportunity for people to share lunch with others,
Under Past Events, reports on Christmas Carol Services were given and the fact noted that it had not been
possible to hold the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in January, with a discussion on whether it could be
held later in the year.
It was a comprehensive meeting and Tom Osborne was able to give useful information on several points,
both from his own knowledge and with access to his mobile ‘phone. The next meeting was arranged for
March 28th, to discuss Pentecost and other plans, together with those for the Jubilee weekend. Since the
meeting, the CAP local Debt Coach, Alice Uwizera, has agreed to address the next meeting.
On March 28th the next meeting was held, with 8 representatives, principally finalising Easter and future
events, some of which will be given at the relevant times, and commenting on past and current events.
After the opening business the Deanery Debt Coach for CA, Alice Uwizera, gave an excellent talk, reported
on another page. The Churches Together Good Friday service in St James’s Church will be taken by
representatives of each denomination. The Anglicans are holding a 6am dawn communion outside All
Saints’ on Easter morning. There was considerable discussion about the future of Simple Lunches, as there
is a shortage of volunteer soup-makers. These will continue at present but anyone in any church or none who
could volunteer to make soup 2 or 3 times a year would be warmly welcomed. Please think if you could help
and let Vivien or any church representative know. Anyone going to the Victoria Café lunches should book in
advance (see Sundry Dates page), for laying out the tables, but the odd casual person could be fitted in.
The next meeting was arranged for Monday May 30th, 10.15 coffee for 10.30 in St James’s Church, and
anyone interested in being involved in arranging ecumenical events would be most welcome to come.

QUIZ
Unless otherwise stated, the first and second names are need for people.
Alpha-links The answers start with the next letter of the alphabet
1

Which aquatic mammal is known for building dams, canals and
lodges?

2

Which town in England was known to the Romans as
Camulodunum?

3

Which European country has Copenhagen as the capital city?

4

Which country in Africa has AMHARIC as the official language?

5

Which King Henry, of England, led his troops at the battle of
Agincourt?

6

Which soup originating in the Andalusian region of Spain is
traditionally made from tomatoes and served cold?

7

Which metric unit of land area is made up of 100 ARES?

8

Together Leinster, Munster, Ulster and Connaught make up
which Island?

9

In the play by Shakespeare what was the name of Romeo’s
lover?

10

In chess which piece is allowed to move just one square in any
direction?
Answers on Church News page

Does this sort of thing sound familiar?!
I needed to do the laundry, but then I realized I was out of detergent, so I went to write a shopping
list and realized how unorganized the junk drawer was, and started checking pens for ink. When I
went to toss out all the junk, I saw that the trash was full but before I took it out I wanted to get rid of
old food in the fridge. That’s when I realized a jug of juice had leaked so I needed to clean it up, but
when I went to grab a rag, I saw that the pantry cupboard was a nightmare, so I started organizing it.
And that’s how I ended up on the floor looking at my old photo albums from the 1990s and not
doing the laundry!
(Sent by Margaret Ledley from Australia)

14th March 2022
Dear friends,
As I sit down to write this, the sun is shining, there is a gentle breeze (but nothing
like the storms of a few weeks ago) and the spring flowers are in bloom. In
circumstances like this, it is easy to be thankful. In other parts of the world, there
are cities in the Ukraine without adequate food and water, people who are living
in fear of their lives and for whom, daily living is traumatic, to say the least.
Difficult circumstances can be found for many people in lots of different places
and situations. Life is not always easy, to put it mildly.
Against this backdrop, is the expectation we find in the Bible of ‘giving thanks in
all circumstances.’ There are undoubtedly times where this is easier than others.
When life is going along in a relatively straightforward way, it is not too difficult to
absorb this idea and to then put it into action. At other times, it can be a real
challenge. I was particularly moved last weekend to see reports of Ukrainian
Christians worshipping in a tunnel, with no books, instruments or resources but
that they were able, even in the midst of all that they, and their country, was
facing, to praise God.
This also reminded me of the song written by Matt and Beth Redman, Blessed be
your name (StF 41) which was written at a time of tragedy in their own lives. This
song talks of praising God in times of abundance and times of walking in the desert
and that even in the darkest of times there is a commitment in the song to praise
God. Both these situations are examples of giving thanks to God in all
circumstances. We know that this isn’t always easy and if this is a time for you
which is difficult, please reach out to friends or your minister and chat things
through. There are people who can support you.
When we give thanks to God for the blessings in life it can help us to change our
perspective on things. We can give thanks for God’s creation, the sea, individual
flowers, the joy of friends, housing, contact with others through phone, letter,
email and so many other things. We can find God in the smallest of things in life
as well as the biggest.
Over the next few days, I invite you to pray for those in the Ukraine who are facing
war and conflict, those you know who are struggling in some way and others facing
difficult circumstances or situations. Can you also give thanks to God for the
blessings as we seek to live out giving thanks in all circumstances?
God bless,
Chris

Ukraine through the eyes of Psalm 94
Dear Friends,
Whilst preparing a reflection on Psalm 94 I was struck by how John Bell's version is hauntingly evocative of
the situation of Ukraine.
The opening stanza evokes images of women and children being bombed in Ukraine, babies and elderly
killed, and the memorial to Jews murdered by the Nazis being desecrated by Putin’s forces. Bell hauntingly
brings out the cry of the Psalmist urging God to act, as those whom God loves are being harmed. Bell keeps
up the punch with the second stanza showing how those who crush God’s people delight and think Heaven
is blind to their crimes. Despite the anger and rawness of the Psalm we still have hope - hope that God will
act, hope that even if the courts don’t intervene, even if the guilty smile at their scheming, hope that God
will cherish, keep and protect the faithful.
The tune was written as part of a 1970s mass setting written at the request of St Oscar Romero when he was
Archbishop of San Salvador. Romero, appointed as a conservative force in the Church, was moved by the
sufferings of his people at the hands of an evil, corrupt, and Western supported government. He soon
became a radical supporter of liberation. He was, for his pains, shot whilst celebrating mass in his
cathedral. The simple tune works well with Bell’s rendering of the Psalm, available from
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37KOjxfDnZs
O great God and Lord of all the earth,
rouse yourself and demonstrate justice;
give the arrogant what they deserve,
silence all malevolent boasting.
See how some you love are broken,
for they know the weight of oppression;
even widows and orphans are murdered,
and poor strangers are innocent victims.

Should the wrong change places with right
and the courts play host to corruption;
should the innocent fear for their lives
while the guilty smile at their scheming;
still the Lord will be your refuge,
be your strength and courage and tower.
Though your foot should verge on slipping,
God will cherish, keep and protect you.

Those who crush your people delight,
claiming God above takes no notice;
they proclaim that heaven is blind,
that the God of Jacob is silent.
Stupid fools, when will you listen?
Now take heed, you ignorant people.
God who gave us sight and hearing
has observed and noted what happened.

Andy Braunston

God the Lord will not stay away
nor forsake his well beloved people;
heaven’s justice soon will appear
and the pure in heart will embrace it.
Yes, the ones whom God instructed,
who revere and study God's Word
will be saved from all that harms them
while a pit is dug for the wicked.

(paraphrased and arranged by John Bell
(b1949), URC Daily Devotion, 20.3.22.
© 2002 WGRG, Iona Community, Glasgow
G2 3DH, Scotland. Printed with permission.)
Prayer
Rise up O God,
forget not your suffering people,
bowed down with murderous rage,
crying out for liberation from invasion.
Rise up your people O God,
inspire us by your Spirit,
that we may not be silent
but rage for your Kingdom to come.
Amen.

UKRAINIAN REFUGEES
It is very good news that a large number of evacuees are due in the Tendring area shortly, with some
families expected to be homed in Brightlingsea, who will be warmly welcomed in our caring town.

SUNDRIES
Friday April 1st: u3a talk:

on TWAM (Tools With A Mission) at 2.0 0pm in the YMCA
Hall, open to anyone. Any small spare tools may be taken for them. There is with no charge for
visitors and tea & biscuits end the afternoon. They accept a wide range of tools and other items,
including modern bibles, and any small tools not in use may be brought there. Mhairi has a full list if
anyone would like further details.

Saturday April 9th:

Brightlingsea in Bloom are holding a coffee morning with some stalls
to kickstart their fundraising for beautifying our town this summer, from 9.30-12.00 in the YMCA
Hall - and toasted tea cakes throughout! Please note, the annual Plant Sale will be in the Parish
Hall car park on Saturday May 28th, from 8.30-1.00, which always has a good range of plants.
Also on Saturday April 9th, Clacton Choral Society are giving a special concert to
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee at St James’s Church, Tower Road, Clacton, CO 14 1DA,
at 7.00pm. With Vivaldi’s ‘Gloria’, Handel’s ‘Let the Bright Seraphim, the Coronation Anthem and
Parry’s ‘I was Glad’, an enhanced choir and well-known soloists, it promises to be a very special
evening. Tickets £12.50, from John Kedge 01255 714746, 07580 827415, johnkedge@tiscali.co.uk
or book on line, www.clactonchoral.org.uk.

Saturday April 16th:

the Museum reopens, Saturdays 10-4, Sundays 2-5 until Christmas,
but in June, July and August it is also open on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 2-5, and on Summer
Bank Holidays from 10-4. There will be a number of temporary exhibitions, including art and crafts.
There is now an exciting addition to the shipbuilding exhibition - a special display about sailmaking
in Brightlingsea. The Brightlingsea shipyards had their own sail lofts and independent sailmakers
have made sails for a wide range of large and small vessels, including working barges, fishing
smacks, luxury yachts and entrants to Olympic games, including Brightlingsea’s own gold medal
winner. The reception area has been changed, creating an extra exhibition space and there are new
items for sale – go and see the changes, there’s always something interesting and entry is free.

Car Boot Sales: on the Bank Holiday Mondays April 18th and May 2nd, until 1.00 the

United Church will have a stall, so please look out for them, beside Jayne & Tony Chapman’s stall.

Victoria Café monthly Churches Together lunches:

Tuesday April 19th & May
17th, 12.15 for 12.30. Book in advance with Rosina, 307266 or Vivien Chapman, if possible.

Monday 14th May:

Churches Together Mini-Market at the YMCA Hall from 1.00.
Organizations are invited to book a table top, at £5, through Janet Russell. Cakes and savouries would be
much appreciated for the Churches Together stall, whose proceeds will go to Christians Against Poverty,
about which see other pages.

Sunday May 29th:

Blessing & Reclaiming of the Waters. The colourful procession, with
the Deputy, Cinque Port Mayors, local Mayors, members of the Liberty, Town Councillors and
representatives of local groups, will meet outside St James’s at 11.30 to follow the clergy and
musicians to the Hard for the Service of Blessing on arrival (usually earlier than 12.00). All are
invited to come, then join in making the ‘Din’ as the decked-out Pioneer, smacks, sailing barge and
other crafts, set out at 1.00 for Bateman’s Tower to bless the waters and, with more ‘Din’, ‘beat our
bounds’ (boundaries). This year the event will incorporate celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

AREA PARTNERSHIP REPORT
This was held on Zoom on February 16th, with almost all the churches represented by 12 people, with 3
apologies. The opening devotions were on the theme of creation: psalm 65, prayers and the hymn ‘God in
his love for us lent us this planet’.
We then welcomed the Eastern Synod’s Green Advocate, Jeremy Flack, who spoke about Eco Church,
starting with a video from Tear Fund then 3 relevant bible readings. Eco Church started in 2016, following a
previous scheme, and 4000 churches have joined since then. The sections covered by the scheme are
Worship and Teaching; Buildings; Land; Community and Global; and Lifestyle. There are 3 levels of
awards, so most churches should be able to meet some of the standards and encourage their congregations
also to become more eco-friendly, including Fairtrade. There is a tool, ‘360 Carbon’, on line, for measuring
our carbon footprint for energy, travel, food, waste, water and other expenditure, and a free energy audit.
We were encouraged to do something eco for Lent. ‘Living Lent’ is about responding to the call to climate
action by making significant personal commitments to changing our lifestyles for the climate,
https://livinglent.org/. (“As members of the Living Lent community, we will each make a commitment to
changing our lifestyle for the climate during Lent. You are invited to choose something that will stretch
you. What do you rely on most? What would be something that would change your daily habits? To
support you in your commitment, you can find reflections on our blog, to help you explore the connection
between faith and climate action. Suggested commitments: for the whole of Lent: give up single use plastic,
go meat-free, alternative transport, reduce your energy by 10%, live locally and/or buy nothing new.”)
Eastern Synod has registered 29 churches, with 8 attaining some awards. The Methodist District also
supports it. Grants are available from Synod for Mission (covering the Worship, Community and Lifestyle
categories) and Property (for Buildings and Land). Jeremy said that with the ease of the scheme it is easy to
become a part of it and we can all make a difference; he is happy to answer any questions
jeremyflack25@gmail.com. Tony was watching on line, as Property Officer, so will no doubt report back to
the next Church Council Meeting.
News from the churches followed:Dovercourt’s Wellbeing scheme with the Salvation Army, for mental health issues, is going very well.
Ken Forbes reported that the Lion Walk/Christ Church recipe book has raised £2000 for the Trussell Trust
and is being reprinted. He is still pre-recording a YouTube service and they have seen new people attending
after watching online.
Chappel is back to nearly normal, congregations picking up and monthly mid-week activities restarting.
Plume Avenue may have no minister for 4 years and are coming to terms with this. They received a Mission
Grant of £1200 for mission outreach work. They held a very successful Nativity Trail with Prettygate
Baptists - 48 teams, goody bags and hot chocolate - many families being non-church. They had an outdoor
Christmas Eve afternoon Christingle Service with a fire pit, with people they hadn’t seen before, and on line,
with 200 attending! They have 3 new families but children are slow to return.
Emmanuel, Walton, have started weekly mid-week coffee mornings, have a few new faces at church and
had a well-attended Christmas Tea. They are getting quotes for Quinquennial Report work. They are
holding Dementia Friends’ training and recently voted unanimously to register for same-sex marriages.
Christ Church, Clacton, has a new organist and a new sound system. They are in consultation about hybrid
church. Messy Church has resumed.
Mhairi Kimmitt

SAILMAKING IN BRIGHTLINGSEA
Sailmaking in Brightlingsea must have been going on since time started. But I came
here in 1970 and the only other sailmaker, who started about the same time, was
David Thurston. David's insignia was a D on its back sitting on top of a T, which
looked very much like a mushroom and so were known as mushroom sails. David
was often referred to as Mushy. He was an excellent sailmaker and went in for
modern terylene, which was a material still in its infancy.
I, because of my strong connection with the sailing barges, went into the heavier cloth,
such as flax. My first loft was at number 1 James Street, previously owned by Mrs
Little and known as Babyland and, as the name suggests, it sold baby clothes and
pushchairs et cetera.
It made an excellent sail loft but after four years, with a growing order book and an
expanding workforce, we were becoming very cramped. The type of work we were
getting now was for square riggers such as 'Lord Nelson', 'Kaskelot', 'Soren Larsen',
'Earl of Pembroke'. All these had to be rigged in a completely traditional fashion, as
most were involved in film work, such as the BBC documentaries 'Shackleton', 'Scott
of the Antarctic', 'The Onedin Line', 'Hornblower' etc, etc.
We also provided a complete rigging service, wire, rope and all chandlery
requirements such as pulley blocks, mast hooks and even flags.
We still had a heavy commitment to the sailing barges and local smacks.
Relief came with the purchase of the Foresters Hall. This gave us the room that we
needed and there we made a full suit of sails for the biggest square rigged yacht in the
world, 'Sea Cloud', with her 30 sails making up a total of 32,000 square feet of sail
area.
I retired in 1998, leaving the firm with a full order book, leading well into the future.
It's interesting that, with all my old staff, we still meet Christmas for our annual do.
Now I want to rack my brains and write a book about the stresses and strains and the
many happy memories.
Jim Lawrence

Dear Friends,
In the autumn Lorna and I spent some time down in the West Country looking at
properties. Retirement is still at least a couple of decades away (presuming health
issues bring it about early), but we want to be prepared and know we have
somewhere to live when the day does come.
We went with a picture of what the perfect place would be – number of rooms,
style of property, size of garden, distance from the town centre, etc. I’m sure,
also, that if you asked us separately those pictures would be slightly different, and
so compromise is also necessary! We also have a budget, and so we need to work
out which bits of the dream are vital and which we can forgo in order to fit in our
budget.
Furthermore, we’re planning for the future. This is a home we will not live in until
possibly a quarter of a century from now. We have no way of knowing what will
happen between now and then – will an area be as green and pleasant, will there
be on-street charging points, will the buses use the same routes and be more or
less frequent, will going up steep stairs (or any stairs) be as easy as it is now, will
Somerset even have a County Cricket Club playing in the top flight tournaments or
Bath a rugby team doing the same? (The latter feels unlikely right now if they keep
playing the way they have so far this season!)
All of the same things can be said about living as the Church and thinking through
plans for discipleship growth and mission. Each of us may have a slightly different
picture of the Kingdom and what the outcome of our planning will be. We live in a
world of finite resources, so our budget, our buildings, and the gifts of our current
people will need to be taken into account. Beyond this, if the pandemic has taught
us only one thing, it is that we do not know what is around the corner, we do not
know what the world be like next week, let alone next year or in five years’ time.
Lorna and I face choices. We can keep looking for the perfect place within our
budget and risk the possibility that we never find anywhere, or we can weigh the
options and choosing something that may prove to be the right place but may not,
trusting that things will work out eventually.
Likewise, as the Church we can allow ourselves to become paralysed, turning the
wheel just to keep things as they are because that way we don’t need to talk to
one another about our vision of the future and risk disagreeing with one another or
go in a different direction and risk it turning out years from now to have been the
wrong path. Yet the God who we worship, who loves us and in whom we put our
hope and trust, is a God who calls Christ’s disciples to take risks – to leave home
and family without a backpack, and to do so in the company of those different to
ourselves, in order that together with God the Kingdom might be revealed.
If we want a place to live when we retire, Lorna and I need to buy somewhere. We
can’t hold on forever but will need to decide and to act. If we as the Church are to
live out our true purpose then we must do the same, despite the risks involved,
trusting that God will be with us in journey, whatever happens.
Shalom, Tom

PAUSE FOR THOUGHT
Shirley and Marcy
A mother was concerned about her kindergarten son walking to school. She wanted to give
him the feeling that he had some independence and yet know that he was safe, but he didn’t
want his mother to walk with him.
So she had an idea of how to arrange it. She asked a neighbour if she would please follow
him to school in the mornings, staying at a distance, so he probably wouldn’t notice her. She
said that since she was up early with her toddler anyway, it would be a good way for them to
get some exercise as well, and so she agreed.
The next school day, the neighbour and her little girl set out, following behind Timmy as he
walked to school with another girl he knew. She did this for the whole week.
As the two children walked and chatted, kicking stones and twigs, Tim’s little friend noticed
the same lady was following them, as she had done every day all the week. Finally, she said
to Timmy, “Have you noticed that lady following us to school all week? Do you know her?”
Timmy nonchalantly replied, “Yeah, I know who she is.”
The little girl said, “Well, who is she?”
“That’s just Shirley Goodnest” Timmy replied, “and her daughter Marcy”.
“Shirley Goodnest? Who is she and why is she following us?”
“Well”, Timmy explained, “Every night my mum makes me say the 23rd psalm with my
prayers, because she worries about me so much. And in the psalm it says ‘Shirley Goodnest
and Marcy shall follow me all the days of my life’, so I guess I’ll just have to get used to it!”
May Shirley Goodnest and Marcy be with you today and always!

JUST A SMILE
Little Johnny is always teased by the other boys at school for being stupid. Whenever they
make fun of him, the other boys will offer him a nickel or a dime and Johnny always takes
the nickel. One day, after Johnny took a nickel, his friend, Billy, took him aside and asked
him, “Johnny, don’t you know that a dime is worth more than a nickel, even though the
nickel is bigger?” A smile came across Johnny’s face as he said, “Well, you see, they’d stop
doing it if I took the dime and, so far, I’ve made twenty dollars.”

A SERVICE ON PSALMS
Our service on Sunday 20th March, taken by Anne Scott, was based on her favourite book in
the bible, Psalms. She read verses from a number of psalms, all relevant to different aspects
of our lives, saying that using psalms as prayers is really helpful, as they cover every situation
of life, especially when you are at a loss for words – just open your bible at Psalms! This
expanded version of psalm 23 was read by two people and seems worth reproducing.
The Lord is my Shepherd …
That’s relationship!
I shall not want …
That’s rest!
He makes me to lie down in green pastures …
That’s rest!
He leads me beside still waters …
That’s refreshment!
He restoreth my soul …
That’s healing!
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness …
That’s guidance!
For His name’s sake …
That’s purpose!
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death …
That’s faithfulness!
I will fear no evil …
That’s assurance!
For Thou art with me …
That’s faithfulness!
Thy rod and staff they comfort me …
That’s shelter!
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies …
That’s hope!
Thou annointest my head with oil …
That’s consecration!
My cup runneth over …
That’s abundance!
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life …
That’s blessing!
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord …
That’s security!
Forever …
AMEN.

Emergency Phone/Psalm Numbers
FOR Reassurance: 145. CALL 18. Thanks: 100. A prayer: 116. Forgiven sins: 32.1-5.
Praise God: 92.4. You are lonely and fearful: 23. Depressed: 42. God seems far away? 139.
Need guidance: 25.4-5. Praise: 149 & 150. Leave home for work or travel: 121. Afraid: 27.41.
You are in danger: 91. Need to remember to trust in God: 31. Pray for others: 141 & 67.

A Spring Thanksgiving
‘The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance.’ So
sings King David in Psalm 16, and so sing I, sitting on one of my many garden chairs with a cup of
coffee. Well - perhaps not singing, but certainly thanking God for bringing me in retirement to this
beautiful place.
Our row of nine cottages is set in a large piece of land, boundaried by thick hedges of hawthorn and
hornbeam intertwined in summer with wild roses in delicate pink and white. These hedges provide
homes for the many birds which bring us such joy with their visits. As the years have passed we have,
sadly, lost the yellowhammers and linnets, but still welcome chaffinches, long tailed, great and blue
tits, thrushes and blackbirds, wrens, wood pigeons and collared doves, robins, house and hedge
sparrows, and the resident cock pheasant and his wives. Woodpeckers, green and spotted, are also
seen in the larger trees, pecking away at the dead wood. In winter we have such visitors as blackcaps
and redwings – and, of course, there are the many starlings, who do such a good job of aerating the
lawn with their strong, sharp beaks. A pair of magpies (one for sorrow, two for joy) have nested in
one of the larger trees for several seasons.
In recent years, some of us have planted new trees, and the grounds now contain 21 different species,
as well as various large shrubs. Just now primroses are springing up in hundreds, under trees and in
the grass. It is a good place for foraging, and I frequently come in with a handful of mixed leaves to
add to my salad bowl. I used to grow a variety of salads and vegetables, but have largely given up
doing so in the open ground due to the frequent visits of our muntjac deer! Last year’s runner beans
and Swiss chard were much enjoyed by several of them – and they are also quite fond of flowers.
Early one morning I saw a beautiful little deer standing by my neighbour’s new rose bush, which was
bearing several large pink blooms. How delicately he/she plucked one, and stood chewing
contemplatively, pink petals gradually disappearing into that small, furry mouth! I should have called
out and frightened it away, but it was such a delightful sight.
We enjoy a variety of animal life, hosting grey squirrels, hedgehogs, wood and field mice and shrews
– sadly, often caught by our 4 domestic cats. At times we have also been visited by foxes. Fortunately,
all these creatures seem to get on reasonably well. The other morning I observed a squirrel nibbling
maize flakes while the pheasant and his wives pecked at the corn, together with two wood pigeons, a
magpie and several sparrows, all within inches of each other and apparently on the best of terms.
Our cottages once belonged to the Admiralty and housed coastguards, who were in an excellent
position to observe the creek and its traffic. From the attic windows, one can see for miles, and one
can imagine the coastguard occupiers on watch with their telescopes, looking out for smugglers or
boats in distress. Old photographs show them standing cheerfully on their doorsteps with their
families, surveying their flourishing vegetable beds. (Muntjacs had not invaded in the late nineteenth
century!) When the admiralty moved their coastguards nearer to the centre of town, the cottages were
purchased by Commissioner Florence Booth, (wife of the then General of The Salvation Army) for the
use of officers needing a time of recuperation from illness. Latterly they housed retired officers, but
now have a variety of occupants including families with young children. How fortunate we are to be
so connected to the history of Brightlingsea, and how privileged to live in such a wonderful piece of
God’s creation.
Jean James

28th March 2022
Dear Friends,
Over the past couple of days I’ve been trying to take a picture of a daffodil. On
my phone, I have a seasonal picture on the home screen and the weather has
changed so having a picture of a log fire doesn’t seem entirely appropriate now!
This year the daffodils have been really lovely and seem to bring a real sense of
joy about them. As I finally got a picture earlier today which didn’t have shadows
in the wrong direction and all the other things, it reminded me how things have
moved on. The snowdrops, which are the earliest spring flowers, seem so shy. To
see the beauty of the flowers you have to bend down and hold them up. Daffodils
now hold their heads up and look out on to the world.
As I reflect on this week as the second anniversary of the first lockdown, it seems
that the world is moving through the stages of shyness to beginning to hold its
head up and look out once again. We are still being quite cautious in our approach
and the confidence is there to some degree, but a long way to go in others. The
war in the Ukraine reminds us of the fragility of so many aspects of the world as
well.
Through it all God has been walking alongside us in Jesus. From the times of
almost hibernating to the cautious confidence God is there. Jesus is encouraging
us to look out and beyond the world through the Holy Spirit now. We are about
halfway through Lent and will shortly be facing the difficulties of Holy Week and
then the joy of Easter Day. God calls us to look forward with radical hope to a
new and transformed world. A world that we cannot begin to imagine because of
its perfection. This is a world of hope that it may be difficult to comprehend at
this time and totally understandably so.
Jesus walks alongside us, shows us his vulnerability in facing the cross and then the
hope that we see on Easter Day is almost incomprehensible. As we look at the
daffodils that are out this year, maybe we can begin to see that sense of radical
hope and begin to comprehend the glimpses that this can bring. There is much
that is wrong with the world, and it is right that we stand alongside those in such
great need. It is also right that we pray for the hope of Christ to shine through, to
stand with confidence and to dream for the world to be a better place.
Let’s take some confidence from God’s creative and imaginative world! The
daffodils (and other spring flowers) are there as signs of hope for us today and
every day. Jesus walks alongside us wherever we are and the Holy Spirit prompts
and breathes new things into being. Let us give thanks to God and pray for the
hope that we have in Christ to be seen right across the world.
God bless,
Chris

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY
On Monday 28 March Alice, who is Team Manager of CAP Debt Centre,
Tendring, spoke to Brightlingsea Churches Together representatives about the
work of CAP in Tendring. Alice is a member of Frinton Free Church and
works 12 hours each week for CAP. The level of need for our locality warrants
a 16 hour service. More funding could achieve this, from regular or occasional
contributions from churches, individuals or businesses. She was an inspiring
speaker who would be prepared to speak to any group who might be interested.
What is CAP? It is a confidential, non-profit charity specifically set up to help
those feeling weighed down by their debts. There are 250 CAP Debt Centres
nationwide and the Tendring CAP Debt Centre covers all the towns and villages
in our locality. It is a free service.
How does CAP work? They work alongside the person/family to negotiate
new, affordable repayment agreements with Councils, utilities and mortgage
companies and other finance institutions.
Does CAP only help Christians? NO. Anyone can access their service. They
help anybody and everybody! No discrimination of any nature. Leaflets were
distributed for our churches and to go in shops and the Parish Hall, so don’t
hesitate to take them for yourself or anyone else.
IF DEBT IS STRESSING YOU OUT, DON’T HOLD BACK! CONTACT
CAP. FREEPHONE: 0800 328 0006 or visit: capdebthelp.org
Barbara Brittain

SAFEGUARDING
During Covid the safeguarding certificates for Rosina and Mhairi had run out
and they recently went on a Safeguarding course at Great Bentley Methodist
Church, when a great number of us attended, all leaving with their new
certificates. As Barbara, as the Safeguarding Officer, and therefore at a higher
level, had done her course later than us, she was still covered. Our church is
now fully compliant with up-to-date safeguarding regulations.

A Prayer for Good Friday, April 15th
God, O God, how on this earth is this day good?
In what sense was it good then?
You, eternal God, have set the stars, lit the days
and cradled generations for eon’s;
you are depth of love in fear, and energy in our hopes;
you, good God, allow Good Friday?
Our Lord is on a cross, the taunting frame of the Romans,
and confidence that Jesus will free us is utterly broken.
From millennia later and with the gift of hindsight,
we still struggle to see good in that day or in this.
Our church feels so small compared to time gone before;
our societies are afraid of illnesses and anger;
true justice can seem so very far away.
Open the eyes of our soul on this good day
and help us to see and know differently.
Grace us to grasp that the cross led to forgiveness,
that our risen Jesus brought love, not vengeance.
Open the ears of our spirit to hear the living good today.
In you, good always exists, moves, heals, and holds.
Even in our terrors, God can reveal insight and truth.
We can resist no more. Good Friday bursts in, confidently.
Help hearts and minds to believe that good lurks everywhere.
Show paths to justice and let us ridiculously follow them.
We bring this prayer to you in the energy of your goodness. Amen.
Elizabeth Gray-King. URC Handbook 2022

CHRIST IS RISEN! ALLEluIA!

Easter Day - Plant Easter into our souls

Easter God,
we are awash in the exuberance of words today,
the reckless outrageousness of stories,
the extravagance of promises.
Resurrection lifts us and heals us.
It reaches into the deepest corners of our doubt and disappointment
with the saving power of hope.
It targets the cynic in us
and there’s us to believe in love stronger than hate,
forgiveness stronger than sin, life stronger than death.
We too are raised, and we sing our joy to you.
When the singing is over
and the beautiful words have faded away,
plant Easter into our souls.
Help us to live it
through acts of justice and compassion, perseverance and faith,
until all creation joins the song of Easter joy.
Roberta Rominger, URC Prayer Handbook 2022

URC SYNOD REPORT
On Saturday March 12th 70 representatives of Synod gathered on Zoom for the Spring Meeting.
Logging on shortly after 9.00, we were taken through the process of voting and asking
questions, which was thankfully straightforward. The theme was ‘share faith’ and, as the
meeting had been planned for Lion Walk, Ken Forbes opened the meeting with a really
meaningful and topical time of worship. It was a very full, interesting and informative meeting
and the Minutes should shortly be available on line https://www.urc-eastern.org.uk/ if anyone
wishes to read them.
Under Pastoral, we heard that Mark Ambrose is retiring, from Great Totham (and may well be
remembered for his time in the Colchester Circuit and then with St Helena Hospice), as is Ken
Thom, from Great Totham and Tiptree.
There were items from a dementia group in one church, information about mission plants for
small or large projects, grants available for technical equipment and wi-fi for churches. The
major talk was on being an Eco-Synod, and how churches can do this. (The relevant parts for us
were covered by the report in the Messenger after the talk on Eco-Churches at a recent Area
Partnership Meeting.)
Sharing and celebrating faith ideas for the URC 50th anniversary this year included one church
giving out 50 URC prayerbooks and the suggestion of planting trees and people were
encouraged to make their own suggestions. The biennial Big Day Out postponed from last year
is on Saturday July 16th at Trinity Park, Ipswich, with varied activities for all ages.
After the break there were items on Eldership, sharing faith through mission and a number of
reports, including Synod appointments, which included a welcome as a member of Synod of
Tom Osborne. The reports had been circulated earlier and were accepted unanimously, before
the closing worship led by the Children’s and Youth Synods, who had also been meeting.

CIRCUIT MEETING REPORT
This was held on February 24th at Emmanuel Church, Walton, when I was away. Relevant
items from the draft Minutes include that Lin Dickinson has moved on to On Trial status, and
that Annie, the Circuit Administrator, has recently left. Appreciation and thanks were given for
her work. It was reported that there is a video on Hope@Trinity on their Facebook group
(search for ‘Love in Action’) and an article due shortly in the Connexion magazine, Tendring
District Council has given £1000 for underwear, all who help or have donated were warmly
thanked. The cost of living has hit their guests badly, with a variety of people now needing help.
A donation was given to us for Messenger printing costs, which is much appreciated. A number
of reports were given and received, including the sad decision that Great Clacton is to close later
this year, after Synod acceptance. The annual Wesley Day/MWiB Easter Offering Service is
on May 22nd, 3pm at Great Bentley. Chris Preece will be moving to Colchester as their new
Superintendent, subject to Conference later in the year. Dates for special services for farewells
and welcomes were given, which will be put in the relevant Messengers. The next meeting is on
Wednesday May 11th, the venue to be decided.
Mhairi Kimmitt

Proverbs 15: 30 – 33
The light of the eyes rejoices the heart,
and good news refreshes the body.
The ear that heeds wholesome admonition
will lodge among the wise.
Those who ignore instruction despise themselves,
but those who heed admonition gain understanding.
The fear of the Lord is instruction in wisdom,
and humility goes before honour.
Reflection
I am not very good at reading and following instructions, especially for flat pack furniture – I
tend to be a bit impatient. I look at what’s in front of me – the bits of wood and the nuts and
bolts and screws, have a quick look at the pictures and start putting it
together. Unsurprisingly I normally come a cropper, get incredibly frustrated with myself for
being so foolish (again) to think I’m capable of doing this without following the
instructions. I may not quite despise myself but neither do I heed my admonition either.
Perhaps this passage from Proverbs should become my mantra!
Reading these few verses though, it would be easy just to say, ‘yep that’s right’, with no other
explanation. Yes, it is right but there is a bit more to it than that.
Not for the first time in Proverbs there is a contrast between the outer and the inner person. It
starts with two sense organs – the eyes and the ears which take in light and good news – they
then influence the inner person of heart and mind.
I have just been following the series of devotions on the book of Revelation where it often
speaks, as our Proverb does, of those who have ears being open to understanding God, we
need to be wise to what God has to say. For if we fear God, if we respect God, we will listen,
and then we will be open to what he has to say to us.
Yet, as I keep finding out to my cost, the eyes and ears are free to accept or reject what is in
front of them, whether that is the word of God or an instruction manual.
Prayer
Loving Lord, give us eyes to see what you are doing in the world.
Give us ears to hear what you have to say to us.
Give us wisdom to recognise your presence.
Give us courage to admit when we are wrong. Amen
The Reverend Branwen Rees, East Wales Regional Minister
URC Daily Devotions, 27th October 2021, (with permission.)

Maybe a Final Pandemic Prayer
Today is the second anniversary of Lockdown and so much has happened in these two years. We've
sheltered and shielded, we've worked and worried, we've mourned and moaned. Throughout the
Pandemic the URC has provided prayers that could be used in worship, in personal prayer time and
in newsletters. Today we publish what we hope is the last prayer - but if things change we will add
more! We have also collated all the prayers that have been written and popped into a booklet for
people to download (if printing double sided please "flip on the short edge") and use as they will.
We hope these prayers have sustained you through these difficult times and continue to be a source
of inspiration and a way of expressing our feelings to God. You can see the latest prayer and the
booklet at urc.org.uk, here: Prayers during the pandemic - United Reformed Church.
So it’s been two years, Lord,
two years since the UK took Covid seriously,
two years since the first lockdown,
two years since the panic buying,
two years since we found new ways of being Church,
and two years since we noticed people were dying.

We’ve learned much, Lord, in these two years,
the strength of solidarity,
the chaos of governments who muddle through trying to do their best,
the hypocrisy of leaders who tell us one thing and do another,
the heroic dedication of NHS and social care staff,
the importance of those who work in supermarkets and supply chains,
the power of the state that can be harnessed in research and logistics to produce vaccines,
the resilience You instil in us.
We’ve got to move on now, Lord,
they tell us we can go back to normal,
that medicine has the answers we need,
that the economy, not you, is king,
and that we need to focus on other things now,
hoping we won’t ask too many questions about bumbling hypocrisy.

So be with us as we travel on, Lord,
help us still to show care to the vulnerable,
to value the NHS and others who work hard to support us,
to hold our political leaders accountable offering praise for what they got right
and critique for their deadly mistakes.
Above all, Lord,
help us to celebrate and to mourn;

to celebrate
all that has been achieved in these two years,
the technological and medical advances,
the social solidarity,
the rediscovery of the bonds that hold us together,
and to mourn
those we’ve loved and lost,
the pain of life
and the lost potential.

as we wait for your new heaven and new earth
when all will be made new. Amen.

Church News
Crawford Logan is restarting ministry in the Circuit, although at present with very limited
activities. It is, however, a great joy that he is able to take services throughout the Circuit and we
look forward to his increased activities.
Jean and Graham Marsh were with us for our Mothering Sunday Service, having driven up from
Gerrards Cross for the weekend. They planned it as the Moderator Lythan was due to take our
service, as Jean had trained for the ministry with her father, but they came even though she wasn’t
with us. It was so lovely to see them and we three Stewards had lunch with them at Barbara’s
home, each bringing one course, so we were able to catch up and reminisce together, which was a
great pleasure. They don’t seem to get any older and their memories seemed to be better than ours!
We send our sympathy to Lythan Nevard, her father and family on the death of her mother, 4 days
before Mothering Sunday, whose illness had suddenly worsened the previous weekend so she went
down to Swansea and was able to be with her parents for a few days before she died. We hold
them in our prayers.
Milly Alden has paid a fleeting visit to Brightlingsea from West Sussex, with her son, and was able
to have coffee with Rosina. She was in very good spirits and sent her love to everyone.
Molly has just arrived back from Nigeria and it is a great joy to have her back with us again.
It was a great sadness to hear of the death of Barrie Hawkins, who had been in hospital for some
time. His funeral was held at Colchester Crematorium and attended by several of his church
friends, Crawford Logan and Tom Osborne. A number of his relations and friends were there,
whom it was good to meet.
Dorothy has just returned home after her long absence, since the end of July, over which both she
and we rejoice. She is enjoying the quietness, and has carers coming in at present, as she readjusts
to life at home. We pray that she will soon feel resettled at home and we look forward to
welcoming her back in church when she feels ready. She has been very much missed. She sends
her thanks and appreciation to everyone for their cards and letters, and especially to Rosina, her
pastoral visitor, who has managed to ‘phone most weeks and keep her up-to-date with everything.
It has been a blessing for us all to get news of her from Rosina, as telephone access was difficult.
Margaret Ledley has sent us an Easter card, now on the vestibule noticeboard, together with her
Easter circular letter. She has been having a lot of pain in her left leg but now is improving, with
physiotherapy, and can walk very short distances. She keeps cheerful and positive, giving thanks to
God for all the good things, and sends her love and says at Easter to ‘smile, laugh and love our folk’.
During these two months we pray, from our church list, for Dorothy, Jessie, Ron and Jan

~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Quiz answers: 1, Beaver: 2, Colchester: 3, Denmark: 4, Ethopia:
5, Henry V: 6, Gazpacho: 7, Hectare (one ARE is 100 square miles):
8, Ireland: 9, Juliet: 10, King.

