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THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR

Even in these socially-distanced times you can get into the Christmas
Spirit by starting your Christmas Trail at All Saints’ Church, home of the
Christmas Tree Festival.
Say Hello to Santa, Have your wish at the Christmas tree “Wishing on a
star” and listen to carols while you stroll through our churchyard, festooned
with lights. Keep your distance, keep safe, have fun. Bring a torch.
Sat 12 Dec, Sun 13 Dec, Sat 19 Dec 4-7 pm Sun 20 Dec 4-5.30 pm
If you would like to hang a wish on the tree, send a small written label
before 7 Dec, to Sheila Crow, 5 Oysters Reach, Brightlingsea, or phone
Angela 304211 she will write your wish for you. The Christmas helpers will
hang them on the tree.

THE 2020 BRIGHTLINGSEA CHRISTMAS TREE
FESTIVAL

The online entry system for both the Virtual Brightlingsea Christmas Tree
Festival and the Brightlingsea Christmas Lights Trail are open now.
We might not be able to host our ‘in person’ festival inside All Saints’
Church, but you can still get your creative juices flowing and bring cheer to
all by entering our Virtual Christmas Tree Festival instead.
Entry is free and open to all; entries must be submitted by 10 December.
The Virtual Festival will go live on Saturday 12 December, when
online judging by the public will also commence. Apply through www.
brightlingsea.info/brightlingsea-virtual-christmas-tree-festival
And you can also now enter to be part of the Brightlingsea Christmas
Lights Trail, bringing joy to the town from All Saints’ to the Hard. Whether
it’s a full-on light show, a simply lit outdoor tree or a beautifully decorated
window, everyone who arranges outside decorations at their home
is invited to participate. Entry is free and open to all in Brightlingsea
and entries must be submitted by 10 December. The Trail will open
on Saturday 12 December. Apply through www.brightlingsea.info/
brightlingsea-christmas-lights-trail
Look out for this year’s brochure Brightlingsea at Christmas which will
give all the information about Christmas – we are intending to deliver
one to each household. Lots of exciting things to see, at a safe distance
and respecting all the latest restrictions. The focal points will be on the
weekends of 12 & 13 December and 19 & 20 December.
Read more at brightlingseachristmastreefestival.co.uk and www.
brightlingsea.info

COMMUNITY CORNER

Sadly but understandably, there will be no Scouts Christmas Post this
year. However, there will be a Crafts and Gifts Fair at the Community
Centre on Sunday 13 Dec from 10am – 2pm.
AUTUMN CENTRE (Brightlingsea Family Support)
If you have any foreign or UK coins or banknotes lurking in your drawers,
that you no longer need, the Autumn Centre at Osbornes Court, is happy
to accept them to assist their fundraising.
Any country; even old currency. The Autumn Centre shop, next to the Ice
House, is open Monday – Saturday 10am – 3pm.
REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR for Foodbank
As our thoughts turn towards those who have fallen on hard times, a
simple idea is to keep a bag or box, and for each day of Advent put in it a
small item – tin, packet or jar – suitable for Foodbank parcels.
Particular basic needs remain:
zz Long Life UHT milk, tea, coffee, and Long Life juice & squash.

FOOT CLINIC
Trish Parker MAFHP MCFHP MINA 12 Years Experience
LATE NIGHTS CONSULTATIONS CLINIC OPEN IN BRIGHTLINGSEA
5 DAYS A WEEK DIABETIC PATIENTS WELCOME

PROFESSIONAL TREATMENTS COVERING ALL FOOT DISORDERS
Removal of Corns Hard Skin Ingrown Toe Nails Infections Fungal Infections Athlete's
Foot Thickened/Deformed Nails Verruca's Cracked and Painful Heels Fallen Arches
Call Trish Now To Book
An Appointment:

Prices From Only £17

01206 307884 07808 938563
Clinic

Held

at:

66 Seaview

Road,

Brightlingsea

Also:
zz Tinned meat, fish, tomatoes. Jars of pasta sauce.
zz Small bags of rice and smaller boxes of cereal.
zz Jam, peanut butter, chocolate spread.
zz Tinned veg, fruit, soup, puddings & custard.
zz NB. All should have 2 months till their ‘use by’ date.
zz No home-made items or products including alcohol can be accepted.
zz Basic toiletries such as deodorant, razors, shampoo & shave gel are
also in demand.
We have blue collection boxes in St James’ for Foodbank donations, or
you can leave them at the Council Offices, Victoria Place during office
hours, or in the baskets at either Co-op.
GREENER CHRISTMAS SHOPPING. Down with Glitter Litter!
Cherish our planet by making a positive effort to reduce/refuse singleuse plastic & glitter in your Christmas purchases which is harmful to the
environment. Avoid cheap Crackers with meaningless plastic shapes –
many packs show contents on the back.
Even the supermarkets and large chains are making positive steps to
reduce festive plastics pollution. Some chains say they won’t be using
glitter in own-brand Christmas products this year, or will be cutting out
single-use plastic packaging from Christmas gifts, taking 2,000 tonnes
of plastic from their ranges. Many have reduced glitter used on crackers,
decorations, and flowers.

St James’

THE CHURCH AT THE ‘HEART’ OF THE HIGH STREET

St James’ is open for personal prayer on every day from 8am - 2pm

NEW WORSHIP PATTERN

We revert to the pre-lockdown pattern with effect
from 6 Dec:
zz 10am communion in St James’
(first and third Sundays)
8.00 am communion in St James’
(second and fourth Sundays)
zz Zoom services every Sunday at 11.15am
zz Wednesday 10am communion
zz Tuesday 9am Prayers in St James’ will
alternate weekly with Prayer at Home.
Contact csingleton837@btinternet.com for a copy of the prayers
that we use.
Church services are currently not affected the Government’s
restrictions on numbers that can meet socially.
COVID-19 precautions continue to be in place. A mask should be worn
(unless you are exempt) and name and contact details taken for Track
& Trace purposes. Hand sanitiser available; socially distanced seat
layout.
Sunday Morning Zoom Service: To join in email Judith Gibbons on
nannaji@hotmail.co.uk. For a weekly selection of hymns and music for
contemplation please email Chris Bloor at chrisbloor18@gmail.com
If you have questions, please contact the Vicar on 01206308726 or
revcarolinebeckett@gmail.com

NOTABLE DATES
6 Dec
24 Dec
25 Dec
26 Dec
28 Dec

St Nicholas
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
St Stephen
Holy Innocents

From the Vicar

EMMANUEL
Who are you spending Christmas with this year? A
question that makes a lot of us quiver. Some of us spend
it alone and that’s hard to admit. Some of us are torn
between competing family obligations - worse this year
where we have to commit to 3-household bubbles rather
than house-hopping.
Bubbles close people out as well as closing people in:
Grandparents longing to see much-missed grandchildren,
single family or friends, those who are geographically
distant.
As I write this, I have no clue who I’ll be spending Christmas with, as the gears of
3 large families turn slowly, but one person I never have to miss is Jesus.
One of the names of Jesus that we often hear at Christmas is Emmanuel, meaning
‘God-with-us’. It’s a reminder that at its heart, Christmas is centred around the
coming of the Christ-child. The light of the world in the darkness, mess and
difficulty, as well as the beauty, of our human lives. Jesus chose to spend that first
Christmas, and every one after it, with me. With you. For love.
Covid19 has thrown our lives into turmoil, ruined plans, drawn out of some of us
great creativity and energy and brightness, and been a bruising struggle for others
of us.
There are many striking similarities between the first Christmas and now. Mary
and Joseph just had things figured out and suddenly the Government told them
they had to leave behind almost everything of their old life and be cut off from
their friends and neighbours who were their support network – far from ideal!
We romanticise Christmas too much at our peril, wrapping all kinds of tradition,
ideals and unchangeability around a story that is all about change, risk and
upheaval.
A story that, like one of those weird-shaped gifts, can’t be smoothed or hidden,
but tears through its wrapping. God squeezes out of our packaging, wanting us to
connect for real and for always, not just in a neat box for Christmas.
None of us like to feel helpless or have our options limited, but we have a God
who understands the extremes of control and helplessness, love and pain, better
than any of us, as he let go of absolute power to become a powerless baby and
left the perfection of love for being hated and hunted in ways that put even our

bitterest family squabbles into perspective.
God-with-us is God embedded deep in the chaos of life, even life in a pandemic:
who hears every cry in the dark.
The moments of light breaking into the darkness are not always obvious or neat.
Amid the loss of our ‘usual’ Christmas, we have a chance to re-examine old
patterns, make new ones, risk change and take afresh into our hearts the central
truth of Christmas: that God is not distant or remote or uncaring but God-with-us.
Here in our chaos, loss and new beginnings. Here even after the twinkly lights go
out. Emmanuel.
Blessings to you all, Caroline

CRADLE ROLL

Happy birthday this month to children up to 5 years old who were baptised
in our churches.
Lillia Ivy Rosina Weaver		
Maddison Ailsa Kirk
Louie Ronnie Rulton			
Olivia Avalin Griggs
Bow Betsey Rebecca Rolfe		
Roman Casey Leigh Rolfe
Harry James Michael Alan Hart

Suppliers of finest quality meats
• Homemade Sausages
• Home Cooked Pies
• Specialist Products

and Burgers

Tel: 01206 302939
• Years of Experience
• Excellent Friendly Service
• Locally Sourced Meats

14 High Street
Brightlingsea
Essex
CO7 0AE

MOT Testing
Servicing & Repairs
Diagnostics/Air-Con/Tyres

Mission of the Month

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY
Traditionally during Advent we have supported this Church of England
charity for its outreach working to transform the lives of young people
facing abuse, exploitation and neglect.
This is likely to be a greater challenge this year due to the extra strains
and stress on families caused by COVID lockdowns. Please consider
supporting the Society with a donation. You can always put it in an
envelope marked Children’s Society and leave in the collection bag at our
services.
COMFORT and JOY: is the theme of this year’s Advent Reflections from
the Church of England.
There will be short once-a-week reflections published on social media and
available by email and app for each Sunday of Advent.
A number of public figures have been involved to produce these reflections
exploring the theme and give focus to our Advent preparations. Visit the
Church of England website to find out more.

J. Soames Upholstery

20 – 21 Victoria Place,
Brightlingsea,
Essex CO7 0BX
01206 302138
YOUR LOCAL SPAR
AT THE HEART OF THE COMMUNITY

84 New Street
Brightlingsea Essex CO7 0DD
01206 302601
07432661467
jemandshell@hotmail.co.uk

Open 7 days a week
6 am to 10 pm

1 New Street, Brightlingsea
Tel: 304555
Greeting Cards
Personalised Gifts
Ready Made Picture Frames
Bespoke Picture Framing
Framed Prints & Original Artwork
Local Photography ● Candles
Oil Burners ● Wooden Toys
Gifts for Him & Her
www.littleboatgifts.co.uk

PROPRIETORS C T & N A READE

THE BARGAIN STORE
Victoria Place, Brightlingsea,
Tel: 01206 303868

GIFTS, TOYS, CHILDREN’S BOOKS,
DIY ITEMS, PET FOODS,
CHINAWARE, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS,
GLASSWARE, SLIPPERS

Plus GAMES, NOVELTIES, STATIONERY,

CARDS, TOILETRIES, PRETTY POLLY
TIGHTS, BOOTS, TOWELS, FARMHOUSE
JAMS and much, much more

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF LOCALLY

CHURCHES TOGETHER AT CHRISTMAS
As we go to print, this is the current position.
ST JAMES’ CHURCH High Street
Sun 6 Dec
3 pm Christingle service in St James’
Christmas Eve 3 pm All-Age Crib service
11:30 pm Midnight Communion service in St.
James’
Christmas Day 10 am Christmas Communion service in St James’
allsaintswithstjamesb-sea.co.uk and www.facebook.com/
CofEBrightlingsea and
UNITED CHURCH Chapel Road
Sun 20 Dec
10:30am Carol Service
Christmas Day 10 am Short ecumenical Service (no communion)
led by Majors Jean and Doreen James
ST SABINA’S RC Richard Avenue
Extra Christmas Masses will be celebrated. Please book in advance so
adequate spaces can be allocated.
Details: b-a-w parish.org.uk/christmas-2020 or phone: 01206 302485
There will also be a Prayer Tree at the church. Local residents of all
denominations are invited to submit a prayer to be put on the tree.
Please go online at the website above.
OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH
Various online services and events offered over Christmas. Further
details:
www.oasiscommunitychurch.net and www.facebook.com/
oasischurchbrightlingsea
CTB Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: Due to the current
uncertainties and the winter weather, Churches Together have opted to
have this in Pentecost this year instead of the usual January week.
You will appreciate that arrangements for Christmas services may be
altered due to changes in national guidance around the pandemic.
Please watch out for updates through church handouts, noticeboards,
website or social media such as Facebook and Instagram.

Roy Birnie’s Brightlingsea Breezes ...of Christmas Times Past

Whistling Dustmen, Muffin the Mule, Bagley’s Sticky Buns
Mum’s silver-plated Trafalgar Square
Nelsons Column candlesticks having
stood empty for months, now proudly
placed on cotton wool and sporting 10inch red candles.

In the fifties these were good signs of
Christmas coming, also the wonderful
sound of the Salvation Army Band playing
Christmas hymns and tunes on the street
corners.

Sprigs of holly, rich with red berries,
tucked under the framed prints hanging
from the picture rail in the front room.
And various wafts of wonderful aromas
drifting in from the kitchen all hours of
the day. A sure sign Christmas was just a
few days away.

The grocery boys from International
Stores (now Tesco’s) delivering double
the amount of goods on their trade bikes.
Stem ginger in syrup, cocktail cherries,
piccalilli, tree crackers, sponge fingers,
boxes of dates, figs and brandy snaps; just
to mention a few of the goodies.

Every morning the postman would come
later and later as his brown canvas bag got
heavier with hundreds of Christmas cards.

Hidden in the sideboard were Terry’s
chocolate burnt almonds, white and pink
sugar mice, chocolate cigarettes, pipes and
cigars, several packets of Smith’s crisps
with the twisted blue salt bag, a round
wooden box of Turkish delight and a tin of
Scottish butter shortbread.

The dustmen on their rounds picking up
the galvanised bins full of cinders and
rubbish from the side passage, banging
them down while singing and whistling
loudly. Were they happy? Or were they
whistling hoping for an Xmas tip?

All the things I knew I would nibble at
were tucked away in the Pantry. In the
sideboard were the ‘senior’ goodies, a
bottle of VP sherry,
Cockburn’s Port,
Dubonnet, (remember
“do-av-a-Dubonnet”)
several Babychams,
a giant can of Party
7 beer, a tin of
Tom Thumb cigars
and two tubes of
Castellas.
Beere and Hazleton,
the coal merchants
based in John Street,
had just tipped half a
ton of coal down our

chute to the cellar and five bags of coke in
the back-garden bunker for the Rayburn
stove in the kitchen.
As we left home to go to the shops the
cold morning air took my breath away,
Charlie Field the Coop milkman had left
the day’s milk plus four ½ pint bottles of
fresh orange on the doorstep for the big
day, and we had to be careful as the hard
frost had made it a bit slippery
under foot.

of a thousand tea pots’ for a dozen cracked
eggs.
The shop was awash with Xmas nick
knacks, festive candle holders of all
description, reindeers, snowmen, sleighs,
robins, and dozens of candles in all shapes
and sizes and I spotted just the thing for
my uncle Fred, a 2/- china fireplace and
chimney ash tray (my last present sorted).

Hidden in the sideboard were
Terry’s chocolate burnt almonds,
white and pink sugar mice, a round
wooden box of Turkish delight and a
tin of Scottish butter shortbread.

Opposite the bottom of John
Street, Mrs Hockley had two
small Xmas trees leaning
against her greengrocery shop
wall and a big heap of bright
green Brussels sprouts stalks
were prominent in the shop
window. The shop of Frank Richardson
snr (20 yards along High Street) was full
of customers.

It had dozens of turkeys and cockerels
hanging from his high rails; his window
marble slabs were packed with huge rolls
of dark beef with yellow fat, legs of pork
diamond scored for crackling, brawns,
sweet pickled bacon, hams and salt beef.
As we passed Jacobs Hall and the Doctors
surgery to the general store of Eddie
Phillips (Jacobs Court) also busy with
shoppers, small snowflakes started to
gently fall, and after mum had bought
her two sticks of dirty celery and some
chestnuts we called at Don Drake’s fish
shop opposite and bought some fresh
scallops in shell for a Christmas eve treat.
We then called at Gladys Gower’s ‘House

At the top of Sydney Street was my
favourite shop, Browns News and Toy
shop (now an Undertakers).
As Mum went in to pay the paper bill
(and probably the last payment on my
present!)I gazed at the array of toys in the
two shop windows, Corgi and Dinky cars
and trucks, Meccano sets, Bayko Building
sets, Triang electric trains and Hornby
clockwork passenger and goods train sets,
Pinocchio and Muffin the Mule string
puppets, and a kiddie-size Archie Andrews
ventriloquist dummy.
Masses of toys for the girls in the other
window; dolls houses and furniture kits,
dolls of all sizes, dolls prams and push
chairs by Triang, Bakelite tea sets and
miniature cookery sets with rolling pins,
continued over>>

...It was going to be an excellent Christmas
from last page >>
pastry cutters and mixing bowls.
On the side of the display was a list of
all the annuals in stock- Eagle, Beezer,
Beano, Dandy, Bunty and Judy and
many more.

Our specialist legal services include: Wills,
Probate and Estate Administration, Estate
Planning and Elderly Law, Court of Protection,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Residential and
Commercial Conveyancing, Employment Law for
Businesses and Individuals, Landlord and Tenant,
Civil Litigation, Debt Recovery, Mediation,
Personal Injury, Family Law including Divorce and
Financial Matters and Criminal Law.

After gazing and wishing for a few
minutes, we were off to Bagley’s
bakers for a tin loaf (we always liked
well-cooked with a burnt top crust) and
a couple of the miniature Hovis loaves
(my favourite) and a few sticky buns.
Bagley’s used flour milled at Marriages
Mill in Colchester baked in a coalfired oven, with the aroma and taste of
yesteryear).
Next to the bakers, at Fred Mitchell’s
boat-building works, hung several
brace of pheasants, and a huge bunch
of local holly and mistletoe; a sure sign
that Christmas was close
That was all mum wanted that day
and we set off for home with the
snowflakes getting larger all the time.
As we passed the YMCA, Father
Christmas, (who looked very much
like Syd Vincent) was arriving at
their Bazaar, and as we passed Bird’s
Newsagents, (now Wine Well).
George Bird was shouting and wagging
his finger at a sad looking paperboy
who had missed a delivery. I grinned
and so did Mum. ‘Never upset poor old
George if you get a paper round there,’
(which I later did).
Just along the street we passed Charlie
Snare sweeping the snow off his Barber
Shop step ‘It’s a bit brass monkey’s

today, Missis,’ he bellowed out. Mum
smiled and stared at me and said,
‘Don’t even ask what he meant.’
At Morrison’s Opticians just along a
bit Mr Morrison was dragging a huge
Christmas tree into his flat. Pearson’s
Café just before the corner of
John Street, had all its
windows steamed
up and Ruth
their daughter
was wiping
the window and
peering at the
tumbling snow.
We turned the
corner in to
John Street
and the sight that
met us confirmed it
was going to be an
excellent Christmas.
Heavy snow, whitetopped smoking
chimneys, white roofs,
white-crowned fence
and wall tops, white
paths, gardens, and
the road with the
distinct chain-wrapped
tyre tracks left by the coal
lorry.

We trudged through the snow up
John Street to our home in Stanley
Avenue, to a welcome cup of cocoa
and Bagley’s sticky bun, enjoyed by
the roaring coal fire in the lounge, two
days to go!
Yes! this is how it really was
in the 1950s.

Recipe for Christmas

GRAVADLAX

Looking ahead to Christmas it’s time to start planning for extra-special
culinary delights. Now is the time when there are often special offers on
salmon, so buy ahead and freeze a fresh salmon weighing about 1.5kg
(or buy two half sides). Ask for it to be gutted, backbone removed and split
into two sides. This recipe needs at least 4 days preparation so calculate
when you want to serve it – defrost for 24 hours then start the preparation.
NB. This is recipe for curing salmon rather than cooking it. The brine will
preserve it, rather than using heat by cooking.
Ingredients
1.5 kg fresh salmon, preferably two sides.
Large bunch of fresh dill
50 g of sea salt + 50 gm of caster sugar
1 tbsp each of dried dill seeds and mustard seeds
2 tbsp crushed peppercorns
Pinch of dried red chillies
Garnish lemon and cucumber slices
Optional for serving rye bread spread with pesto mayonnaise
Method
1. Put one side of the fish, skin-side down, into a glass or enamel dish,
place dill bunch on top of it.
2. In a bowl mix together salt, sugar, dill & mustard seeds, peppercorns
and chillies.
3. Spread mixture evenly on top of dish with fresh dill.
4. Place other side of fish on top, skin-side up.
5. Cover the dish with foil and anchor it firmly with weights (or tinned food
that is heavy). Chill in fridge for at least 4 days, turning the fish twice a
day. Replace the foil and weights each time. You will notice that brine
will emerge from the spices and fish, use this to baste the fish each
time.
6. To serve – remove from dish, pat dry with paper towels. With the fish
skin-side down, slice very thinly, cutting diagonally across the fillet.
7. Garnish with lemon and cucumber slices; it is very tasty (and more
economical) if it is served on thin rye bread slices, spread with pesto
mayonnaise.

MOTHERS UNION
It is with regret that l announce that The Mother's Union here in
Brightlingsea will close on 1st January 2021.
Mothers' Union started here in 1927, over the last 93 years many happy
meetings and Social gatherings, and Bazaars have been held and
enjoyed. With the help of the public we have raised quite a large amount
for the Charities that we support.
I thank everyone for the help and support in so many ways. Membership
has decreased over the past few years, and not knowing where this Virus
is taking us, we sadly are to close.
Some of us are going to join the MU in St James’, Clacton on Sea; and
some will become Diocesan members.
Having been Chairman for 20 years, l feel now is the time to say: Thank
you to ALL of the members over that time they supported me and helped
in every way they could.
We continue to go ahead, but from a different direction.
Thank you, Kathryn x

DID YOU SAY
WALKIES?
Book a local dog walker, pet sitting
or holiday care for your pet.

Dog
walking

Puppy
care

award-winning pet care

Home
visits

Cat
sitting

Doggy
daycare

Contact Simon and Leah
07923 235147
colchester@welovepets.email
www.we-love-pets.co.uk

Home
boarding

News from the Holy Mowers

A BETTER END TO THE YEAR
As we approach the end of this very unusual
year, we are very pleased to announce that
the churchyard looks better than ever. We
have cleared the overgrown areas where
snowdrops grow, to encourage a better
display in February / March 2021. Many
leaves have been raked off, with the help of
regular visits from the probation team. Our
enthusiastic Mowers even work in the rain!!
Bonfires when it has been dry enough, have helped clear the enormous
pile of sticks and leaves. We always start our bonfire in a new area, to
make sure any sheltering wildlife are not put in danger.
We have noticed a big increase in the clumps of winter Cyclamen,
cyclamen hederifolium. We have relocated several clumps to areas where
they aren’t growing at the moment, splitting the large tubers. What we
don’t understand is why cyclamen naturally appear at the base of trees.
We know they prefer to grow in shallow part shady locations, and that grey
squirrels may dig up the tubers. We also know they can propagate from
seed, but why they naturally appear under trees remains a mystery.
Looking forward to next year to see if all our efforts have materialised, and
put more plans in operation. Join us any Thursday morning if you are free.
Sheila
Many thanks from Pam & Graham Bloss
Pam and Graham wish to express their heartfelt thanks to everyone for
the cards of condolence and kind support shown to them and the family at
the loss of their dear daughter Carol.
Before moving away to Norfolk to begin married life and raise a family,
Carol spent many happy times growing up and working in Brightlingsea.
She joined the Brownies and Guides and was proud to be a member of
The Brigade, who provided a guard of honour at her wedding.
She always loved to come home to Brightlingsea to help at the Carnival
and Christmas Bazaar and catch up with friends.
She will be missed by so many people who have fond memories of her
kindness, friendship, generosity, and that lovely smile.
May she rest in peace.

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
FLOODLIGHTING THE TOWER
AT ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH

Marking an occasion - a birthday, a wedding, an anniversary, Christmas, in
memory of a loved one, or any other occasion.

DECEMBER

7

7
8
12
16
16
16
21
22
22
23
25
26
29

Strangers Corner
Church Road
Brightlingsea
Essex CO7 0QT
For further details telephone 01206 304007
Or Email: stronvrresthome@aol.com
Registered Manager: Peter Bokenham

29
30
31

George Prowse; with many and loving memories on your birthday a wonderful husband, Dad, Grandpa and Great Grandpa. Thought of
once a day - all day xxx
In loving memory of Mum, Dad, Ian and Mark Tredant
In loving memory of Norman Carr from Pat and all the family
In loving memory of Mum and Dad Forster
In loving memory of my dear sister, Pat Payne
In loving memory of my dear husband, John Bryan, on our wedding
anniversary - always in my thoughts
In loving memory of Catherine Vondora Francis on her birthday
In loving memory of our parents Win and Derek on their wedding
anniversary and Win’s birthday. We miss you very much
Loving thoughts of my Mum, Beryl Ross, on her birthday - miss you.
In loving memory of Gladys Nunn
In loving memory of my Mum and Dad, Mary and Gilbert Hollands
In loving memory of my husband, Terry Bennett
In loving memory of Tom Murray
Remembering our wonderful Mother, Sheila Mortlock, on what would
have been her 100th birthday
In loving memory of Neil Turner at Christmas
In loving memory of Dennis Dove our wonderful father, grandad,
great grandad - 21 years since you suddenly left us - love you loads
In loving memory of Florence March on her birthday

To make a booking - revised arrangements
You can continue to make a booking for the tower floodlights by using the
following arrangements. Please do not telephone or write to the Church
Office. The fee is £8. You may telephone Janet Russell (305552) and send
the fee separately or you can put your booking in writing with the fee and put
it in an envelope through her letter box or post to her: Mrs Janet Russell, 38
High Street, Brightlingsea CO7 0AQ.Please ensure that Janet has the details
by the 6th of the previous month for inclusion in the monthly list.

PCC PONDERINGS: A SUMMARY
The November PCC meeting was well attended, and the Vicar chaired us
briskly through another busy agenda.

..

There is some good news on the financial front! In light of the difficulties
all churches have experienced during this year, our regular payment
to the Diocese (the ‘parish share’) has been slightly reduced for 2021.
Whilst giving has been generous in Brightlingsea, allowing us to keep our
payments up to date, the change will ease the pressure slightly next year.
We discussed our ageing projector, which has gradually developed a
‘snowstorm’ effect and needs to be replaced as a matter of urgency.

Closed

Saturday

FREE HOME ASSESSMENTS & DEMONSTRATIONS

BY APPOINTMENT

That God provides has been proved true yet again: the cost of the new
machine is almost exactly matched by a recent, totally unexpected
donation from a parishioner, avoiding another dent in the bank balance.
We are deeply grateful to that anonymous giver. Many thanks too to
the technical team who did all the research, coming up with the right
specification for a better projector that will give many years’ service.
Our new health & safety and safeguarding officers have been busy
bringing everything up to date and in line with legislation.
All PCC members are required to undertake safeguarding training, and to
renew that training every three years. Some of us are therefore completing
the Diocese of Chelmsford’s online training for safeguarding children and
vulnerable adults.
In addition, we have guidelines for completing risk assessments for
all church-related activities. It is essential that our buildings are free of
physical hazards; and that all who join in worship or other activities,
whether inside or out, are protected from harmful behaviour.
Finally, we have started to wrestle with the puzzle of how to provide
resources for spiritual growth, and a pattern of worship to sustain faith
and hope, when no one is quite sure in what direction the pandemic
restrictions will go after 2nd December.
Spare a prayer for our hard-working (currently hobbling!) Vicar as she
seeks to guide us through the maze.

We stock P.P.E.

If you have any questions then please phone the office and leave a
message, or email brightlingseaparish@btconnect.com. Your question will
be forwarded to me, or the appropriate PCC member, to answer.
Judith Gibbons, PCC Secretary

BRIGHTLINGSEA WI

• All

types of chimney swept
• Certificates issued
• Blockages/nests removed
• Cowls and guards fitting
• Weddings attended
Call Ian on:
01206 621367
07722 557479

Sadly our regular meetings have been suspended because of Covid
restrictions, just as our WI has started to grow in the last two years, so
well that we’ve had to relocate to the YMCA to offer better accommodation
for members.
At the first meeting of the new WI committee, we decided we would like
to provide a little gift to our members, as we hadn't been able to hold a
meeting since March. We divided up the 43 pretty patio roses we had
bought, between those committee members who drive, and the roses
were duly delivered to everyone. My thanks to Jo Galvin who came
shopping with me and helped deliver to the committee.
I have been so pleased with the response - hand-written notes, telephone
calls, texts, emails and a mention on Facebook, saying how pleased they
were to receive a gift and a letter, to know that they had been thought
about and missed.
We are all hoping that restrictions will eventually ease and that we will be
able to enjoy our fun and fellowship again before too many more months
pass.
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The
Brightlingsea
Bakery
4 High Street
Brightlingsea
Essex
CO7 0AE
Tel 01206 302488

Small Job SpecialiSt
inStallationS, Service and maintenance

boiler
Heating and radiator maintenance and upgradeS
landlord/Homeowner gaS Safety certificateS
unvented

Hot and cold water SyStem inStallation and maintenance

batHroom

maintenance and inStallationS

call, text or what’s app

07739 385617

email: c.r.frenchplumbing@gmail.com
639566

PARISH CONTACTS

If you wish to seek confidential advice, request prayer for the sick
or infirm, or receive the sacraments, please contact:
Revd Caroline Beckett, The Vicarage, Richard Avenue, Brightlingsea
CO7 0LP
Tel: 01206 308726 Email: revcarolinebeckett@gmail.com
Vicar’s Day Off Friday (Please respect this – Caroline needs time
to re-charge.)
Church Office Victoria Place, Brightlingsea, CO7 0AB
Tel: 302378 (Out-of-hours answering machine)
Email: brightlingseaparish@btconnect.com
Parish Website: www.allsaintswithstjamesb-sea.co.uk
Baptisms Catherine Graham Mob: 07484 112600
Jennifer Gallant Tel: 305060
Weddings Linda Salmon Tel: 306365
Funeral Enquiries The Church Office
Churchwarden Sheila Crow Tel: 306574
Churchyard Records Sally Goodenough Tel: 303749
Electoral Roll Lyn Forster Tel: 304843
Mothers Union Kathryn Tidman Tel: 302482
Sparklers & Bears Ruby Summers Tel: 304481
Church Lads & Girls Brigade John Dines
Johnnnyboy22@hotmail.co.uk Fb: @brigade.brightlingsea

THE NATIVE

with warmest Christmas Greetings from St James’ and All Saints’
Cover photo: When Santa and his helpers visited St James in 2019.
SUPPORT OUR TOWN TRADERS Especially on SMALL BUSINESS
SATURDAY - 5 December
SHOP LOCAL Not just for presents, but why not buy gift vouchers from
local shops/businesses so they will reap the benefit in the New Year.
Your custom is a way of expressing thanks for their continuing support
during and between Lockdowns.
Early Deadline for January issue – please submit items by 5 December
Please send any articles of future interest to Carole Maytum via the Church
Office. Email: brightlingseaparish@btconnect.com

