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BRIGHTLINGSEA BREEZES

With yet another month of this tragic year in the World’s history passing
by, we in Brightlingsea are seeing another sad occasion in the retirement
of Church Warden, the cheerful chappie Robert Goodenough, ‘our Bob’.
You knew when Bob is present in Church by his booming cheerful voice
be it in prayer, singing or laughter - his own unique strong listenable style.
Members of the two churches and the Vicar and Church Committee’s
Friends will be always be pleased to see Bob and Sally in church when
they are not touring in their Camper.
Bob and I have been friends since our days at the Infant School at Chapel
Road in the 1950s, the days of malt and warm milk. After those years, his
family moved to Colchester so I saw very little of him until he arrived back
home with Sally and their little family.
We became friends again when Bob joined the Carnival Association in
the late 1970s when B’sea Carnival Procession and the fete-on-theRec were huge. We both became management members and we were
heavily involved in the famous Carnivals of Red-Rum, Eddie Kidd, Worzel
Gummidge, Hi-De-Hi and many more.
I joined Bob in the Liberals, used my car as the election car, on many
polling days. Once we forgot to turn the loudspeaker off receiving strange
looks and comments on our tour
of the Town. But our triumph was
the Golden Victory Day in 1995 to
celebrate 50 years of Peace. It was
our original idea and we raised a
Committee of amazing folk celebrating
including the 3 armed services - a
memorable occasion for the town.
In whatever Bob and I have
undertaken, it has always ended in
laughter; too many tales to tell here.
Just ask him about the night on
Security watch for The Royal Navy.
What a great Churchwarden he was,
he loved it and now he is back in his
shed making and flying model aircraft.
Best wishes, Bob - from
Churchwarden to Air Raid Warden.
Roy Birnie

St James’

THE CHURCH AT THE ‘HEART’ OF THE HIGH STREET

We aim to be an inclusive, warm, welcoming and accepting Christian
community, seeking to share the love of God through worship, witness
and service to our community and the wider world.
St James’ is open for personal prayer on Sundays 12.00 to 16.00 and
Wednesdays 09.00 to 14.00
More details on our website: www.allsaintswithstjamesb-sea.co.uk

SEPTEMBER SERVICES
6 Sep

10:00 Communion in St James’ broadcast
APCM - broadcast from building
for those unable to attend

13 Sep 11:15 Zoom
20 Sep 10:00 Communion in St James’
11:15 Zoom
27 Sep 11:15 Zoom
Sunday morning Zoom worship.
If you email Chris Bloor chrisbloor18@gmail.
com he will email you next Sunday’s Liturgy,
hymns, readings and prayers for you to pray
through with links to recordings of the hymns on the web.
9.00 am Prayers on Tuesdays continue for individuals to follow a
simple outline format in their own home. You can join in any time. If
you email Colin Singleton on csingleton837@btinternet.com he will
email you a copy of the prayers that we use.
If you have questions, please contact the Vicar on 01206308726 or
revcarolinebeckett@gmail.com Please keep an eye on the outside
noticeboard for any updates, and thank you for your understanding in
challenging times of change.

NOTABLE DATES
14 Sep
29 Sep

Holy Cross Day
St Michael & All Angels

• All

types of chimney swept
• Certificates issued
• Blockages/nests removed
• Cowls and guards fitting
• Weddings attended
Call Ian on:
01206 621367
07722 557479

The
Brightlingsea
Bakery
4 High Street
Brightlingsea
Essex
CO7 0AE
Tel 01206 302488

10 High Street, Brightlingsea
CO7 OAE
Telephone 01206 370764

A casual, relaxed setting
during the day
Sophisticated dining in the
evening
Tapas, steak & vegetarian options
Deep-filled jacket potatoes
Wedfor
and
Thursday
- Lunch
£10for
Garden
Summer
Relaxing
and Toilet
(includes
glass of wine)
theaDisabled

MOT Testing
Servicing & Repairs
Diagnostics/Air-Con/Tyres

J. Soames Upholstery

20 – 21 Victoria Place,
Brightlingsea,
Essex CO7 0BX
01206 302138
YOUR LOCAL SPAR
AT THE HEART OF THE COMMUNITY

84 New Street
Brightlingsea Essex CO7 0DD
01206 302601
07432661467
jemandshell@hotmail.co.uk

Open 7 days a week
6 am to 10 pm

PROPRIETORS C T & N A READE

THE BARGAIN STORE
Victoria Place, Brightlingsea,
Tel: 01206 303868

GIFTS, TOYS, CHILDREN’S BOOKS,
DIY ITEMS, PET FOODS,
CHINAWARE, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS,
GLASSWARE, SLIPPERS

OUR HISTORY BACK TO LIFE
The Trustees are delighted (and probably a little relieved) to announce the
Brightlingsea Museum will open on Saturday 5th September.
Despite having to consider the
implications of precautions due to the
Coronavirus pandemic, there is such a
lot to see and hear; a vast number of
objects, many examples of the museum’s
amazing collection of images, some
presented in a rather unexpected way –
look out for the workshop window.
Then there are atmospheric
soundscapes, and who is that keeps
ringing up for envelopes for the wages? Listen to Malcom MacGregor
talking about oyster dredging or watch George Gray demonstrate how to
use an adze. All of this and so much more, not forgetting that very special
A – Z of Brightlingsea.
Opening in the shadow of the pandemic has meant some changes – the
first and most obvious is that although admission is free, tickets have to
be obtained and visits are limited to one hour – but you can always come
again. Details on how to obtain tickets are below.
The safety and comfort of their visitors and volunteers is the prime
concern of the Trustees, care is being taken with cleaning both before
and during open hours, as well as controlling numbers in the museum and
removing some of ‘hands on’ activities. Despite this it is an amazing place
to visit and celebrate the town’s wonderful heritage.

Brightlingsea Museum is open from 5th September 2020
Saturdays 10.00am to 4.00pm
Wednesdays 1.00 – 4.00pm

Plus GAMES, NOVELTIES, STATIONERY,

CARDS, TOILETRIES, PRETTY POLLY
TIGHTS, BOOTS, TOWELS, FARMHOUSE
JAMS and much, much more

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF LOCALLY

To obtain your FREE tickets go to
www.ticketsource.co.uk/
brightlingsea-museum
Links for this website will be on the museum’s website, Facebook and
Twitter accounts. Or telephone 01206 302171 on Thursday mornings.
Everyone at the Museum is looking forward to seeing you soon,
then again and again!

GET A HAT – GET AHEAD!
Recently
Caroline Spencer
took Colin
and Margaret
Singleton to
the Felixstowe
Seafarers Centre
today so that they
could drop off
200 woolly hats
for the seamen
who are often illprepared for poor
weather.
The hats were
knitted by various
Brightlingsea folk,
predominantly Church members.

News from the Holy Mowers

THE GLORY OF THE LAND
This funny year is certainly flying by. With the
help of the hot weather and lots of work by
the Holy Mowers, the churchyard is looking
lovely, and many visitors have passed on their
gratitude. Our wild area is always left until
September before being cut down to allow
setting of all types of seeds.
This very hot weather has played havoc with
our plants in tubs and new trees. We have tried
to water them, but never enough. Thank heaven
for cooler weather and some rain.
The leaves on the trees are starting to change colour and fall. We will
soon be up to our knees in leaves, and the autumn cyclamen are just
coming through. Plenty of work ahead of us. Join us if you are free Thursdays 10am -1 pm. It’s good fun.
Sheila

HELP US GET CHURCH LIFE BACK TO NORMAL
The August’s PCC meeting focused on how the Church might start to
resume something resembling our normal services and outreach. While
restrictions continue we cannot expect to go back to the way things were
before Lockdown, certainly this side of Christmas.
However, change always offers opportunities for new Growth. We explore
ways to do things differently. The vicar has sent out a questionnaire and
looks forward to receiving lots of replies about ways we can address this.

Our specialist legal services include: Wills,
Probate and Estate Administration, Estate
Planning and Elderly Law, Court of Protection,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Residential and
Commercial Conveyancing, Employment Law for
Businesses and Individuals, Landlord and Tenant,
Civil Litigation, Debt Recovery, Mediation,
Personal Injury, Family Law including Divorce and
Financial Matters and Criminal Law.

Bible study could go ahead in small groups, or using Notes for discussion
by phone, or via Zoom, now people are becoming used to this. Teaching
on Prayer could be offered similarly, if sufficient interest is expressed.
The thing most folk are lacking is Fellowship with each other, face-to-face
contact. Possibilities are shared online Coffee & Cake; or small ‘distanced’
meet-ups either indoors or outdoors. Already some ‘phone buddies’ are
keeping contact with members who are isolating for whatever reason. We
must also be aware that newcomers need link-ups.
Efforts are being made to re-establish links with our Young People. The
first Forest Church outdoor service is scheduled for the end of August
in All Saints’ churchyard. Ruby has provided Loaves and Fishes activity
sheets for Sparklers children; and John Dines is hopeful that Church Lads
and Girls Brigade can resume shortly once precautions are in place.
There are lots of options to explore, but in order to press ahead with these
it is necessary for volunteers to step up to the plate and offer assistance,
even in quite small ways. Do please speak with the Vicar or the
Churchwardens if you feel willing to be involved, as part of your Christian
service. The world is our oyster!
Annual Church Meeting (APCM) 6 September
This year’s Annual Church Meeting will be held on 6 Sept at St James’
from approximately 11am (at the end of the morning service). Please
come along to hear about what our Church has achieved the last 12
months and --help shape our plans for the coming year. Apologies for the
incorrect date given in last month’s Native.
PAM’S CARDS & CRAFTS
Business almost as usual, as Pam is selling her cards and produce etc
from home. Please telephone her on 01206 305052 to arrange a visit.

A Beacon for us all
From the vicar
The day was the kind of hot that boils your brain like an
egg in a pan. The spiral stairs were steep and narrow and
we lost count of them as we panted upward, stumbling
over the remains of bat-nibbled butterflies and the twigs
of abandoned birds’ nests.
Five of us were daft enough to try the ascent: the intrepid
Bob Goodenough, brandishing the gigantic key; two
project Architects from Whitworths casting a knowing
eye over angles, weathering, pointing and so forth; and
our shiny new All Saints’ Project Manager James Mellish
and I, our imaginations
conjuring hosts of
possibilities. “Let’s
climb the tower,” I had
enthused. “You’ll love
the view. It’s incredible.”
Four stop-offs on the
way. The first, to walk
out on the roof, its lead
still looking good thanks
to the eternal vigilance
of our alarm responders
who burn rubber up to
All Saints’ even in the
middle of the night when
a slightly heavy bird trips
the sensors.
The second, the bell-ringing chamber with ropes to one
large bell (currently un-ringable for structural reasons),
one smaller bell (ringing not generally advised) and
tubular bells in need of some restorative care. The third,
the space that houses the bell frame: impressively ancient
wood. The fourth, the tower-top, with its marvellous
view (and scaffolding holding things together). Gasping,
we inched out into the light and space and just stopped.

You can see for miles. Also straight down, which made
the stomach of this vicar with vertigo lurch unpleasantly
as I inched back from the edge, the words, “Thou shalt
not put the Lord the God to the test,” echoing in my ears
slightly louder than my own heartbeat.
My selfie stick took the risk of peeking over for me: I do
love technology!
The last time I did this climb, I was a child or teen, with
my dad, and we stood at the top searching out our boat
in Alresford creek. I was barely out of breath, having
bounced up there excitedly. I suspect that’s a memory I
share with quite a few of you.
I have seen lots of photographs
of this view, but there is
nothing quite like experiencing
it first-hand: being lifted up to
the sky in the cupped palm of a
building that has been here for
centuries before me and will
be here for centuries after I am
gone.

By the time we reached the
ground, we were melting,
only the cobwebs holding us
together! But we were also
more determined than ever to
push on with a project whose
purpose is the life of this
building.
It is not just about the repair
of the tower in order to
share that experience we
Continued over...

...from previous page
had just enjoyed with generations
after us, but also the innovation
of new facilities (accessible toilet,
kitchenette and new resources) and a
bespoke program of activities.
This matters because All
Saints’ exists for the people of
Brightlingsea: it is an icon, a beacon,
a sign of arriving home, a maritime
landmark, a wood-and-stone book of history; and foremost, sacred space where
generations have come to celebrate and mourn, comfort and be comforted, lift
their eyes up to God and feel the brush of eternity.

OPEN TUESDAY TO
SATURDAY

You’ll be hearing quite a bit about the All Saints’ Project as it unfolds and we
are interested in your memories, photographs and thoughts about this loved
and lovely building. Please send anything you think might be of interest to
revcarolinebeckett@gmail.com.
While I might not be able to respond in detail or immediately, I will be collecting
and passing on anything I am given to our Project Manager and our Activities
Designer as we climb together toward the summit of this project’s completion.
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Blessings to you all, Caroline

STOP PRESS
FOREST CHURCH SERVICE in All Saints’ Churchyard at 3pm
Catherine Graham will be leading a family friendly time of outdoor worship
for all, including discovering God through nature in simple activities.

Small Job SpecialiSt
inStallationS, Service and maintenance

Please let as many folk know as possible, especially young families, and
encourage people to come.
Not suitable for those who cannot stand or move around easily; but it will
be wonderful for children, parents, friends and any able-bodied folk who
enjoy worshipping God in the beauty of His creation.

boiler
Heating and radiator maintenance and upgradeS
landlord/Homeowner gaS Safety certificateS
unvented

batHroom

It will go ahead whatever the weather (barring gale conditions.) Please
wear appropriate clothing. If it rains, we will get wet!
Children must be accompanied by adults, and people will be expected to
stay together in their groups or distance themselves individually. Track and
trace details will be taken, and the service will be within the restrictions
imposed by Government.
We look forward to seeing some of you there.

Hot and cold water SyStem inStallation and maintenance
maintenance and inStallationS

call, text or what’s app

07739 385617

email: c.r.frenchplumbing@gmail.com
639566

Recipe for September

HARVEST APPLE TORTE
We celebrate Harvest at the end of September, and this is a lovely apple
cake recipe given to me by a German friend. Since then it’s been used
many times for parish gatherings, and is delicious hot or cold.
Ingredients
200 g plain flour
140 g butter
300 g sugar
4 eggs
1 kg apples
1 tsp cinnamon
3 tablespoons sour cream
Sprinkling of chopped nuts (optional)
Method
1. Preheat oven to 180° (gas 4).
2. Make a rich pastry base with the flour, butter and 100g of sugar and 1
egg.
3. Press this onto the base of a large flan dish, raising the side edges up.
4. Peel, core and slice apples, cook with 100g sugar and cinnamon until
soft.
5. Cool apples, and lay onto pastry base.
6. Mix the cream and 3 eggs with 100 gm sugar, pour onto top of apples.
Sprinkle with nuts.
7. Cook in the oven for about 40 minutes until golden brown.

CRADLE ROLL
Happy birthday this month to children up to 5 years old who were baptised
in our churches.
Ronnie James Olley
Marguax Susanne Kerridge
Lyza Rose Gray

Ellis Peter John Morgan
Enya Hope Piper
Harry Andrew David Mitson.

FOOT CLINIC
Trish Parker MAFHP MCFHP MINA 12 Years Experience
LATE NIGHTS CONSULTATIONS CLINIC OPEN IN BRIGHTLINGSEA
5 DAYS A WEEK DIABETIC PATIENTS WELCOME

PROFESSIONAL TREATMENTS COVERING ALL FOOT DISORDERS
Removal of Corns Hard Skin Ingrown Toe Nails Infections Fungal Infections Athlete's
Foot Thickened/Deformed Nails Verruca's Cracked and Painful Heels Fallen Arches
Call Trish Now To Book
An Appointment:

Prices From Only £17

01206 307884 07808 938563
Clinic

Held

at:

66 Seaview

Road,

Brightlingsea

Suppliers of finest quality meats
• Homemade Sausages
• Home Cooked Pies
• Specialist Products

and Burgers

Tel: 01206 302939
• Years of Experience
• Excellent Friendly Service
• Locally Sourced Meats

14 High Street
Brightlingsea
Essex
CO7 0AE

QUIET SPACE
During Lockdown, the ability to listen to Music has been a great
consolation to many people, especially those who have been shielding.

..

At the same time, it has been a great loss to those who enjoy participating,
particularly in choirs and music groups, and productions.
We hold them all in our thoughts and prayers.
Praise the Lord, my soul!
I will praise him as long as I live;
I will sing to my God all my life.

Closed

Saturday

FREE HOME ASSESSMENTS & DEMONSTRATIONS

BY APPOINTMENT

Psalm 146

God of heaven and earth, we pray in thankfulness for the
gift of music and musicians.
We pray for composers, performers, conductors and
arrangers especially at this time of isolation from one
another.
May music be made whenever and wherever we can.
We pray for all whose livelihoods depend on the making of
music, imperilled and made precarious by this pandemic.
For singers and players, for all who are responsible for
concert halls, cathedrals, jazz clubs, performance spaces.
Give us the will as a society to know ourselves in need of
music made well and played live.
We pray for all who believe they can’t sing, who are afraid
or ashamed to hear their own voice. We give thanks for
inspiring music teachers, coaches, choir directors and
encouragers.

We stock P.P.E.

We pray for all whose voices are raised in the music
of dissent, who sing us into a more just world. Give us
courage to join our voices in songs of protest and hope.
We give thanks for those whose voices have fallen silent
in death. And we pray for those who grieve, that they may
know your consolation in this life.

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
FLOODLIGHTING THE TOWER
AT ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
Marking an occasion - a birthday, a wedding, an anniversary,
Christmas, in memory of a loved one, or any other occasion.

SEPTEMBER
12

In memory of Jean Gordon’s husband

17

In loving memory of Sam Green, loved and remembered
always

18

In loving memory of June Green on her birthday

19

In loving memory of Brian Beales

18

In memory of Helen House, with love

To make a booking - revised arrangements
You can continue to make a booking for the tower floodlights by using
the following arrangements. Please do not telephone or write to the
Church Office.
The fee is £8. You may telephone Janet Russell (305552) and send
the fee separately or you can put your booking in writing with the fee
and put it in an envelope through her letter box or post to her: Mrs
Janet Russell, 38 High Street, Brightlingsea CO7 0AQ.
Please ensure that Janet has the details by the 6th of the previous
month for inclusion in the monthly list.

SEEDS OF DOUBT!
Many people both in the UK, the US and elsewhere have been baffled to
receive a small unsolicited packet of seeds, originating from China. The
label suggests it contains jewellery - allowing the packets to evade the
normal careful biosecurity screening to protect us from devastating plant
diseases. It appears the seeds are probably being sent out as a way for
online selling sites to build up their mailing figures.
Official advice is that the contents should be left in the unopened plastic
packaging; anyone who receives these unsolicited parcels should notify
the Animal and Plant Health Agency (part of DEFRA). Do not plant these
seeds, and do not throw in the bin where they may contaminate landfill.

News from the Harbourmaster

HARBOUR LITES:
Four ships; one scrap and three Cement, with another Cement due tonight
and one at the end of the month. Coronavirus is still with us but we have
successfully managed to negotiate a course through it.

CAR SALES

At Anglia Car Sales we pride ourselves on offering
Great Value Vehicles at Excellent Prices. We regularly
have stock ranging from £1000 to £12000. We offer
onsite Finance options, which include 0% Deposit,
PCP, HP. All of our vehicles are sold with a 12 Month
MOT and a 3 Month comprehensive RAC Warranty. We
offer Part Exchange on all vehicles. Check out our
website for current stock and offers.

Salesangliacar

01206 308263

@Angliacar

Anglia Car Sales Of Brightlingsea

www.angliacarsales.co.uk
CAR BUYING

We are always looking to sell, pop along to our
showroom on Hurst Green, it’s
just in front of
Street Cars, we will give a competitive, hasslefree, no-obligation offer.

The heatwave happened as forecast bringing with it beachgoers,
swimmers, paddle-boarders, kayakers and Jet Skis. Many of those
mentioned were very well-behaved however a number of users - paddleboarders and swimmers as well as Jet Skis - failed to realise the problems
they were causing by their behaviour. One Jet Ski speeding in the creek
has just been warned for prosecution when eventually the courts get back
to normal. I would point out that regardless of opinions on Jet Skis the vast
majority are compliant and very welcome in Brightlingsea.
Although we do police the area outside of the Harbour in terms of River
patrols and educational sorties accompanied by Police, the assumption
that we provide a 24-hour emergency response to speeding violations or
anti-social behaviour is wrong.
Complainants must phone the police, only then will it get recorded and
funds eventually allocated to that area of policing. In the last two years
Colchester borough council have failed to provide promised money to
carry out River patrols; Tendring District Council have only this year after
pestering, provided a buoyed small swim area. They are responsible
for the area between the low water mark and the Prom (beaches).
Unfortunately it has now become an impromptu slalom course for jet skis.
Once again the harbour will dip into its reserves to remediate by adding
some more buoys and floating line. Unlike the councils and the police, the
Harbour is not a public service and as such receives no public funding; we
do however provide a service to the public.
Visitor numbers are building once again for visiting Yachts even though
many across the country failed to drop them back into the water.
Crabbers have tried the other locations away from the harbour, although a
reasonable alternative it will be great to return to normal on the jetty once
the pox is perceived as less dangerous.
The Ferries have also benefited from a surge in demand, as too have
the Harbour tours and the Wivenhoe Black Buoy trip. Orchards still
have reduced occupancy but residents are not able to use many of their
facilities due to their Covid response. It seems people still want something
to do as politicians close down the world. All these things to do are subject
to booking on 01206 302200. If you can’t get through please keep trying.
James Thomas

THE NATIVE

Front cover: View from the top
Now that easing of some Lockdown restrictions allows more of our local
businesses to operate again, it is time for the community to show their
appreciation of our town traders by giving them lots more custom so that
our High Street will continue to thrive.
It has been a hard time out there even for those not forced to suspend
trading, and if (heaven forbid) circumstances force a return of Lockdown,
we would hope they will all still be there giving service with a smile including
home delivery. Their future is in our hands.
Deadline for the October issue – please submit items by 15 September to
brightlingseaparish@btconnect.com

PARISH CONTACTS

Strangers Corner
Church Road
Brightlingsea
Essex CO7 0QT
For further details telephone 01206 304007
Or Email: stronvrresthome@aol.com
Registered Manager: Peter Bokenham

If you wish to seek confidential advice, request prayer for the sick
or infirm, or receive the sacraments, please contact:
Revd Caroline Beckett, The Vicarage, Richard Avenue, Brightlingsea
CO7 0LP
Tel: 01206 308726 Email: revcarolinebeckett@gmail.com
Vicar’s Day Off Friday (Please respect this – Caroline needs time
to re-charge.)
Church Office Victoria Place, Brightlingsea, CO7 0AB
Tel: 302378 (Out-of-hours answering machine)
Email: brightlingseaparish@btconnect.com
Parish Website: www.allsaintswithstjamesb-sea.co.uk
Baptisms Catherine Graham Mob: 07484 112600
Jennifer Gallant Tel: 305060
Weddings Linda Salmon Tel: 306365
Funeral Enquiries The Church Office
Churchwardens Sheila Crow Tel: 306574
Bob Goodenough Tel: 303749
Churchyard Records Sally Goodenough Tel: 303749
Electoral Roll Annette Whittle Tel: 303177
Mothers Union Kathryn Tidman Tel: 302482
Sparklers & Bears Ruby Summers Tel: 304481
Church Lads & Girls Brigade John Dines
Johnnnyboy22@hotmail.co.uk Fb: @brigade.brightlingsea

WASTE MANAGEMENT THROUGHOUT TENDRING

SKIP HIRE | RORO HIRE
2YD - 40YD

TIPPER & GRAB HIRE

AGGREGATE
PRIMARY | RECYCLED

3 0 + Y E A R S E X P E R I E N C E A N D F R I E N D LY S T A F F

CALL US TODAY

GARAGE WASTE
ALL WASTE ACCEPTED

SECURE SHRED
DOCUMENTS | DRIVES

WASTE TYRES
ALL TYRES ACCEPTED

01206 30 70 70

WWW.EWDRECYCLING.CO.UK

INFO@EWDMAIL.CO.UK

RECYCLING TODAY’S WASTE FOR TOMORROW’S WORLD!

