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COMMUNITY CORNER
3 Apr Springmead Gardens EASTER EGG HUNT 10am - 1pm
7 Apr   ‘GUIDED HISTORICAL WALK THROUGH HISTORY’.  Meet 
at 11 am for a guided walk starting at Springmead Garden & heading into 
Spring Road. 
Organized by Brightlingsea Walkers & Co & Brightlingsea Museum (with 
Bob Wills & team) giving unique insights into our town’s heritage. Ending 
with refreshments at the Museum. This event is all about community spirit 
& raising funds for the Garden.

CARNIVAL ASSOCIATION 
Easter Monday CAR BOOT SALE, Western Prom Green Sales from 
8am to noon. No need to book pitches. Set up from 6.30 am. Cars £5; Car 
with trailer; camper vans & small vans £7.50; large van £10.  
Also on 4 May & 25 May
Apr 18 & 19 GARAGE SALE TRAIL around Brightlingsea
Forms available from Spirals, £5 for one day or £8 both days. Maps out in 
the previous week. 
ADVANCE DATES
13 & 14 Jun	 Heads-up for the OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND for St 
Helena Hospice. If you are willing to open you garden on either or both 
days, please contact Mary Goggin on 01206 308023.
20 Jun CARNIVAL DAY on the Recreation Ground, Regent Road, 
including Car Boot Sale.
Any information please call Tracey on 07813 721614
2026 FARMERS MARKETS & ART & CRAFT MARKETS with Boot 
Sales at Brightlingsea Community Centre 10am - 2 pm. Refreshments 
available and market stalls outside, weather permitting.
These are held monthly on Saturdays - 25 Apr, 23 May, 27 Jun, 25 Jul, 
22 Aug, 26 Sep, 24 Oct, 28 Nov, 12 Dec
Come along and support your local crafters as they all work so hard
Phone: 07557 818607 to book a stall or pitch.

Small Job SpecialiSt

boiler inStallationS, Service and maintenance

Heating and radiator maintenance and upgradeS

landlord/Homeowner gaS Safety certificateS

unvented Hot and cold water SyStem inStallation and maintenance

batHroom maintenance and inStallationS

call, text or what’s app
07739 385617

email: c.r.frenchplumbing@gmail.com
639566
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Dorothy Bond
more than 20 Years experience.

Primary to GCSE  
Tailored support for your child 

including Special Learning Needs/ 

Great Bentley & in home visits

07875168097  
dorothybond@btinternet.com

£30/hr. 10% off 10+ hrs booked

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL 2026 REVISION
Forms for those not already on the roll, are available in church and 
need to be completed and returned by Saturday 11 April.





St James’
THE CHURCH AT THE ‘HEART’ OF THE HIGH STREET

APRIL : WORSHIP AND PRAYER
St. James’ will be open for personal prayer Mon to Fri. 8am - 2pm

FOR EASTER SERVICES 
Maunday Thursday 2 April to Easter Sunday 5 April see opposite

Sun 12 Apr  	8am Morning Prayer 
10am Holy Communion 11:30am Online service (Zoom)

Sun 19 Apr  	8am BCP Holy Communion in All Saints’ 
10am Holy Communion  in All Saints’ 
10am Sparklers Sunday School  
	   Group in St James’ 
11:30am Online service (Zoom)

Sun 26 Apr  	8am Morning Prayer 
10am Holy Communion  
11:30am Online service (Zoom)

Tue	 9-9:30am Parish Prayers  
  in St James’

Wed	 10am Holy Communion

NOTABLE DATES: April   
3  	 Good Friday
5	  Easter Day 
23 	 St George, patron saint of England
25 	 St Mark, apostle
26 April 	ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING (APCM) approx 

11.30 am in St. James’ after 10 am service.

EASTER SERVICES 2026
MAUNDY THURSDAY 2 APRIL
8pm 	 Holy Communion with optional Foot Washing followed at 

9pm by silent Vigil for the willing

GOOD FRIDAY 3 APRIL
10.15am 	 Churches Together service in St James’ and Walk of 

Witness to Gandergoose Green (Station Road) if weather 
and mobility allow. Return to St James’ for hot crossed 
buns and hot drinks, 11.30 onwards.

2.30pm 	 Last Hour at the Cross
6pm 	 Good Friday Meditation in words and music

HOLY SATURDAY 4 APRIL
5pm 	 First Fires All Age service at St James’. Music and activities

EASTER DAY 5 APRIL
6am 	 Dawn service in All Saints’ churchyard
10am 	 Holy Communion for Easter Day in St James’
10:30am 	 United Church, Chapel Road Easter Sunday Service with 

Holy Communion led by Revd Dr Marion Cole
12noon	 Zoom service

CHURCH DIARY
SATURDAY COFFEE weekly in St James’ 9.30am–noon. 
Wed 8 Apr AFTERNOON TEA SERVICE 3 pm in St James’. Theme: 
Easter. Short service of bible readings, prayers and songs, with tea, cake 
and fellowship. Dementia friendly. All welcome. 
Sun 12 Apr  FOREST CHURCH 2.30pm in our usual space at the 
bottom of  All Saints’ churchyard. 
Mon 13 Apr  OPEN HOUSE at 38 High Street 10.30am. All welcome.
Sat 18 Apr  BIG BREAKFAST 9–10.30am in St James’ – full English 
or light-bites. Thanks to our new volunteers, the Breakfast continues into 
2026. There is still opportunity to join the team.
Sun 26 May ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING will be held 
in St. James’ after the morning service, around 11.15 am. Please come 
along and show support for your PCC and our Ministry Team as we review 
that past year and plan for moving forward.



From the Vicar
THIS IS HIS STORY,  
THIS IS OUR SONG
This March we have been running the Easter Prayer trail 
for the primary school and we begin every session with a 
reminder that they all come with different beliefs: some 
may believe in the Christian God, some in another God; 
some may be uncertain and want to explore, some may 
not believe or want to. 
But each of them can find, in the Easter story, something that connects to their 
story: something that can help them to think about life and their feelings and 
experiences and the way we humans behave towards one another and the power 
of love.
The Easter story contains wild celebration and utter desolation: it seethes with 
rage and jealousy, fear and pain, joy and hope, love and courage, betrayal and 
loyalty, doubt and faith, life and death. But at its core, it is a love story. Its central 
figure, Jesus, literally gives everything for love.
It is a profoundly disturbing, disorientating and disruptive story too, because 
everything about Jesus seems to turn established common sense on its head. 
He is a king, but rides a humble donkey and sleeps rough. He is God, but makes 
himself the sacrifice instead. He is divine, but sides with the outcasts and the 
sinners and those others look down on rather than the holy or the powerful.  He 
is all powerful, but allows himself to be made helpless and humiliated. He is 
our Maker and he lets us unmake him in violence and anger. “Hands that flung 
stars into space to cruel nails surrendered,” Graham Kendrick writes in his song 
Servant King.
Each year as I walk the journey of Holy Week I find new things in the same story. 
The wild joy and angry protest of Palm Sunday resonates with my own desire to 
overthrow the things that hurt and oppress. Judas’ betrayal reminds me of my own 
poor behaviour and that of others towards me. 
Jesus’ last meal with his friends, full of poignant tenderness as Jesus prepares 
them for the awful things they will all live through, is very close to my own 
farewells to loved ones and my own anxieties about the future. As the disciples 
fall asleep in Gethsemane’s garden while Jesus weeps and prays, I feel again the 
ache of the loneliness of being awake in pain and fear while others are sleeping 
soundly.
Jesus’ rigged trial and unfair beating sparks my longing for justice in the world 
and my anger at those who use their power to hurt others. 



In Pontius Pilate washing his hands and King Herod’s mocking I see the 
indifference and manipulation of leaders and politicians.  
Jesus dragging himself to his execution and falling beneath the weight of his cross 
makes me think of my helplessness in the face of others’ suffering. Jesus forgives 
the soldiers who crucify him and I think of those soldiers whose defence is, “I was 
just following orders.” 
Jesus digs deep to find compassion for those around him even as he is dying and 
his last words are full of love and trust. As I read the eulogy written for a funeral I 
will be taking, I think about how the thing everyone remembers at a time like that 
is all the ways they loved and were loved.
Images of Jesus body being placed in the tomb remind me of my own losses: in 
the wavering flame of the lit candles I confront the fragility of my own life and 
the reality of my own death. 
But then – oh, then, on Easter morning, Mary’s tearful joy in the garden as 
she meets the risen Christ is my own delight at meeting with God just when 
everything has seemed bleak and hopeless. 
Hope is real and love wins and in the Easter story I reflect on my own life and 
how my story and God’s are twined together in new and different ways each year.
Sometimes, when another year has raced by, we can feel as if we are not worth 
very much, or as if our life does not matter to others or our struggles and joys 
have no impact on the world, and life is just rushing past us, but God sees us 
completely.  
The Easter story is a love story of God Almighty paying absolute attention to us 
and our need.
What am I worth? Everything, apparently. And so are you.  
	 Every Blessing, Caroline

THE FIFTY DAYS OF EASTER
While Christmas is famed for its twelve days, fewer people remember that, 
in the Church calendar, Easter Day marks the beginning of fifty days of 
celebrating Jesus’ resurrection. 
The final ten days begin on Ascension day where we celebrate Jesus’ 
ascension into heaven. Churches around the country mark the day with 
services, sometimes outside or on church roofs. 
Finally, at the end of the fifty days, we celebrate Pentecost (sometimes 
called Whitsun) when Jesus’ disciples received the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
This is often referred to as the birthday of the Church and is celebrated 
with parties and Whit walks (processions through town).

 



Our Purpose
To provide high quality, reliable care for you and your loved 
ones at home. Our staff are compassionate and sensitive to 
your needs. We aim to preserve your dignity and privacy to 
the highest degree.

How we can help:
 • Personal care
 • Medication management
 • Incontinence management 
 • Preparation of meals
 • Light domestic duties
 • Palliative care

Care and support in the privacy of your own home. 
For Brightlingsea residents and the surrounding areas.

onstablecareC

Local care for local people

Constable Care Ltd, 2a High St, Brightlingsea, Essex CO7 0AE.

01206 808 505

Light’s Glittering Morn Bedecks the Sky 
Light’s glittering morn bedecks the sky,
Heaven thunders forth its victory cry,
The glad earth shouts her triumph high,
And groaning hell makes wild reply:

While he, the King, the mighty King,
Despoiling death of all its sting,
And, trampling down the powers of      	

night,
Brings forth his ransomed saints to 

light. 

His tomb of late the threefold guard
Of watch and stone and seal had 

barred;
But now, in pomp and triumph high,
He comes from death to victory.

The pains of hell are loosed at last;
The days of mourning now are past.
An angel, robed in light, hath said,
“The Lord is Risen from the dead.”
		  John Mason Neale 1818-66 

Quiet
Space

WHAT DO YOU DO?
One day a Jewish man heard from his son attending university. ‘I’ve 
decided to become a Christian, Dad.’ Dad panicked. The only thing he 
could do was call his rabbi. ‘Funny you should come to me with this 
problem, old man,’ said the rabbi. ‘Not two years ago my son came to me 
with the same words. I had no idea what to do. I panicked and the only 
thing I could do was go to God.
‘What message do you think you got from God?’ the dad asked.
The rabbi laughed. ‘God said to me, funny you should come to me with 
this problem…’



CHURCHES TOGETHER BRIGHTLINGSEA
Note No April SOUP LUNCH -  Next Soup Lunch Fri 1 May.
Thu 9 Apr and 23 Apr COLNE COMMUNITY FRIENDSHIP GROUP 
at the United Church Hall, Chapel Rd. Now runs on the second and fourth 
Thursdays 10.30am - 12.30pm. £2.50 per session, includes coffee & cake, 
board games, speakers, community support.
18 Apr TENDRING MALE VOICE CHOIR will entertain at the United 
Church, Chapel Rd. 7pm (doors open 6.30) Tickets £5 including light 
refreshments, from Spirals.
Tue 21 Apr  CTB FRIENDLY LUNCH @ Victoria Café, 12 for 12:15 pm. 
12 for 12:15 pm. If you plan to come along, please let Alison know so 
there is enough table space. These lunches are held in the Victoria Cafe, 
always on the third Tuesday of the month at 12 noon for 12.15 pm.

CELEBRATING WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
On Friday 6th March, our monthly Simple Lunch was held in St. James’. 
Enjoyable, as always.  With delicious home-made soups, along with roll, 
butter and cheese. I would like to thank my regular soup-makers and 
those who step in on occasion. I would particularly like to thank Carole 
Maytum who makes soup every month 
and makes lovely biscuits to go with 
tea and coffee to round off the meal.
If anyone is willing to make soup, 
either regularly or occasionally, do 
please contact me.
After that lunch, we held the annual 
World Day of Prayer Service. This 
year’s service was prepared by 
Christian Women from Nigeria. 
Although attended by only a few of us, it was very special. A large candle 
was lit, and we sat around a table, each taking a reading part in the 
service. We also sang some lovely hymns, accompanied by recorded 
music. A collection was made and, added to a collection from a smaller 
service held in the evening at St. Sabina’s, a total of £108 was sent to 
World Day of Prayer Service.
Next year’s service - always held on the first Friday in March - will be 
prepared by WDP International Committee and in 2028 it will be prepared 
Christian Women of Costa Rica.
	 Vivien



The Fresh Air Festival brought the month 
of Winterfest to a spectacular finale with 
magical winter playground of light, sound and 
spectacle. 
More than 1400 people came out 
to experience the festivities. As 
darkness fell, the centre of town 
saw an exhilarating programme 
of illuminated street theatre, giant 
puppetry, live music, and a tempting 

array of food 
and drink which 
kept spirits high 
throughout the 
evening!  
The Winterfest 
organisers are to 
be commended 
for the wide-
ranging sessions 
by evenings 

and daytime, that attracted appreciative 
spectators and participators, and certainly 
met their aim of lifting people’s spirits in these 
darker days of the year.

Fresh Air Fest’s magical parade shines a light 



 

fresh shop fish 
Derrick Allen 

Outside King’s Head 
8.00 – 12.30 Fridays 

Phone: 01206 303104  
or Mobile: 0796 77 55 771 

 

At St James’ we try to run events not only to 
raise funds to keep our church in the High 
Street open, but to create a welcoming safe 
place for singles, families and friends to get 
together socially. 
ASSEMBLY BANGERS was an evening 
of pure nostalgia, taking us back to our 
school days; well-loved hymns, old school 
ties, old school photographs and old TV 
adverts. Even though the evening was a 
busy one and full of fun, we managed to fit 
in the school dinner we loved 
so well; bangers and mash 
followed by a huge slab of 
pink cake with sprinkles! We 
all went home contented with 
the shared memories of our 
school days and of singing, 
quizzes and laughter. 
Look out for the upcoming 
social events we hold at 
St James’; you’ll be sure 
of a warm welcome. By 
popular demand, there will 
be a Bangers 2 later in the 
year, and we welcome song 
suggestions. 

GOING BACK TO SCHOOL WITH A BANG!



 FOR OUR YOUNG PEOPLE...
Mondays STEPPING STONES/ TOY LIBRARY in St James’ 9.15 – 
11.15am. £2.50 per child. No meeting on 6 Apr.
Wednesdays TEENS2TWENTIES 7 – 9pm in St James’ (ages 14 -29)
Thursdays  LEGO CHURCH for 9 – 13-year-olds meets weekly at 
5.30pm in St James’. Tuck shop available. 
Fri 10 Apr LEGO STAY & PLAY at St James’ Church 10am - 3pm. 
Children need an adult companion. Tuck shop available.
Fridays CHURCH LADS AND GIRLS BRIGADE meets in St James’
Sun 12 Apr  FOREST CHURCH will be held every 2nd Sunday in the 
month, all at 2.30pm, in our special corner down All Saints’ churchyard.
Future Dates: 12 Apr, 10 May, 12 Jul, 9 Aug, 13 Sep, 11 Oct, 13 Dec
Tue 7 & 21 Apr  2026 BRIGHTLINGSEA BEARS meets in St James’ 
10am till 11.15. Warm welcome to toddlers and mums/carers. 
Sun 19 Apr  SPARKLERS Sunday group meets on the third Sundays in 
St James’ from 10 -11 am.

HOWDY DEPUTY - AND THANKS!
The Teens-to-Twenties youth group, received a surprise visit from Tony 
Linton, the Deputy for the Cinque Port Liberty of Brightlingsea a couple of 
weeks ago. 
Tony gave a donation to the group on behalf of the Liberty towards 
activities for the teens. Being a completely non-profit group, all moneys 
received by Teens-to-Twenties go directly into supporting activities to 
enhance their club nights, 
so the contribution was 
very much.
Pictured: Teens-to-
Twenties Leader David 
Girdlestone accepts the 
donation from the Deputy’s 
Gift Fund.  
For more information 
about the work of the 
Deputy’s Gift fund visit 
cinqueportliberty.co.uk/
deputys-gift-fund-2/



LU CA S  

Nicola Stephens, MSc, MCSP, MMACP 
Chartered Physiotherapist and Practice Owner 

Consulting Room: Life Care Mobility Limited, 
47 Victoria Place, Brightlingsea, Essex CO7 0AB 

 

Email: Brightlingseaphysio@hotmail.com  
 Tel:  07496 401011 

We can help with: 
Muscle & joint injuries  Sports & dance injuries Back & neck pain 
Sprains & strains Arthritic problems   Neurology & stroke 

…….and much more! 
Call or email for more details 

www.brightlingseaphysiotherapy.com 

 

• Orange Tree Wooden Toys 
• Scented Soy Candles 
• Wrendale Designs Homeware 

Range 
• Wraptious Cushions 
• Ready Made Picture Frames 
• Bespoke Framing Service 
• Hand Painted Local Souvenirs 
• Wide Range of Greeting Cards 
• (Including New In-Store 

Personalised Cards) 

1 New Street, Brightlingsea 
Tel: 304555     

 www.littleboatgifts.co.uk 

Reflection
WHO IS LISTENING?
“I always begin my prayer in silence, for it is in the silence of the heart that 
God speaks”. Mother Teresa
Words aren’t compulsory – not every time. However, as 
humans, it comes naturally to communicate by words; 
spoken or written. We are told in Exodus 33.11 that 
Moses talked with God ‘as with a friend’; and that’s a 
good model. We should feel we can talk with him about 
anything and everything, as we might to anyone in our 
lives.
Some prayers are ‘arrow’ prayers; short and sweet, as 
something crosses our consciousness. 
When we feel inclined to spend a little more time, we can use the Thank 
you – Sorry – Please pathway. Thanking God for something good; 
apologizing (sincerely) when we’ve fouled up; and asking for things 
that are on your heart, for yourself and for others. This doesn’t need to 
take long, but the more you try it, the easier and more natural and more 
confident you will feel.
From this you will become more open to God, who is always ready to 
communicate with us in everything that happens. Our task is to become 
more attentive to his coming, to listen between the lines, to catch the silent 
music.
“If you want to pray better, you must pray more” 
“I used to believe that prayer changes things, but now I know that prayer 
changes us, and we change things”
A CBS television interviewer once asked Mother Teresa: “When you pray, 
what do you say to God?”
Teresa: “I don’t say anything, I listen.”
Interviewer: “Well OK… when God speaks to you, then, what does he say?”
Teresa: “He doesn’t say anything. He listens… And if you don’t understand 
that, I can’t explain it to you.”

CRADLE ROLL 
Celebrating the birthdays of those children who were baptised in our 
churches
Castiel David Jeffrey Dines
Maddison Joyce White



A message for Easter from The Right Rev Dr Guli Francis-
Dehqani, Bishop of Chelmsford:
STRENGTH, SOLIDARITY AND  
THE MISSION FOR JUSTICE
I’ve recently returned from another trip to Israel 
and Palestine to show solidarity with our Christian 
brothers and sisters who continue to live under 
intolerable conditions. 
In the West Bank, in particular, the increase in the 
number of checkpoints haphazardly and cruelly 
dominates daily life and the effect of unrestrained 
illegal settlements perpetuates violence against 
Palestinians, driving people from their homes. 
Communities are being decimated and prospects for a lasting and just 
peace for all seem bleaker than ever. And, at the time of recording, all this 
continues while war rages in the Middle East. 
During my trip, I was asked to preach at St. Philip’s Church in Nablus. But 
what to say to people living with such pain? I confess I found it quite a 
challenge. 
I offered them greetings from that other beleaguered Christian community 
close to my heart in Iran. I spoke of Christian hope which persists even 
through the darkest times, and of the suffering which is at the heart of the 
Gospel in the way of the cross that Jesus walked. 
I spoke too of my solidarity and support in the ongoing cry for justice, also 
a Christian theme. Finally, I reminded them (and all of us) to continue 
looking for the good, lest we be overwhelmed by the evil. 
For there is always goodness, even in the most vile situations. There 
is good in shared relationships, in small acts of kindness, courageous 
resistance, support given and received. 
These are glimpses of God’s love and presence. They are signs of 
resurrection – of the life that burst forth as Jesus emerged from the tomb 
on that first Easter and of resurrection life that still refuses to be subdued. 
So, whatever your context and experiences, may God give you grace to 
continue looking for the good, strength to bear your suffering, and courage 
to continue speaking and working for justice. I wish you a blessed and 
joyful Easter.
	 Guli Chelmsford



FOOT CLINIC
Trish Parker MAFHP MCFHP MINA   12 Years Experience

01206 307884   07808 938563

Prices From Only £17Call Trish Now To Book
An Appointment:

C l i n i c  H e l d  a t :  6 6  S e a v i e w  R o a d ,  B r i g h t l i n g s e a

LATE NIGHTS   CONSULTATIONS   CLINIC OPEN IN BRIGHTLINGSEA
5 DAYS A WEEK   DIABETIC PATIENTS WELCOME

PROFESSIONAL TREATMENTS COVERING ALL FOOT DISORDERS

Removal of Corns    Hard Skin    Ingrown Toe Nails   Infections   Fungal Infections   Athlete's
Foot   Thickened/Deformed Nails   Verruca's   Cracked and Painful Heels    Fallen Arches

ALL SAINTS’ UPDATE
Easter Sunday 5 April EASTER EGG HUNT in All Saints’ Churchyard 
from 2-4pm
31 May WALKING EVENT starting and finishing at All Saints’ at 2 pm. 
This gentle guided walk will offer views over the River Colne. Facilities and 
refreshments available at the church.
CUSTODIANS WANTED
The All Saints’ Church Team are looking for people to help with custodian 
duty throughout the Spring and Summer. 
The aim is to continue to open the church every day from May through to 
September from 2:30-4:30pm. To do this more volunteers are needed. If 
you are interested please email AllSaints_Activities_Brightlingsea@
outlook.com for more information, or leave your name at the Parish 
Office, St James’.
HOME OR AWAY - COULD YOU HELP THE TEAM?
If you know of anyone who might be interested in assisting with our events 
or serving refreshments or taking a back-seat role at home but handling 
publicity and social media, we should love to hear from you.
For more info on activities check our Facebook @CofEBrightlingsea 
and Instagram @all.saints.and.st.james.bsea  Bookings taken via email 
AllSaints_Activities_Brightlingsea@outlook.com by messenger or 
calling the church office on 01206 302738
BECOME A FRIEND
All Saints’ needs all the Friends it can get and it is always helpful when 
we go for grants and funding to show how much support we have from 
our community. We use monies raised as carefully as possible and any 
donations, legacies or gifts are most welcome.  Help is always needed to 
keep our “Old Church” standing – the parish sentinel on the hill. 
The annual Friends membership fee is currently £10.  For more 
information go to friendsofallsaintsbrightlingsea.com/become-a-friend/

TOWER TOURS 
Apr 19, 25 - must be booked in advance. 
Usual start time is 2pm and the tours cost £7 per adult and £4.50 for 
children (only those over 8yrs allowed).  Please be confident you can 
comfortably meet the access requirements of the tower before booking. 
Full details can be found at www.friendsofallsaintsbrightlingsea.com/
tower-tours/  Bookings via email and phone as above.



THE BARGAIN STORE 

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF LOCALLY 

Victoria Place, Brightlingsea,  
Tel: 01206 303868 

GIFTS, TOYS, CHILDREN’S BOOKS, 
DIY ITEMS, PET FOODS, 

CHINAWARE, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, 
GLASSWARE, SLIPPERS 

  
  
  
  
  

Plus GAMES, NOVELTIES, STATIONERY, 
CARDS, TOILETRIES, PRETTY POLLY 

TIGHTS, BOOTS, TOWELS, FARMHOUSE 
JAMS   and much, much more

 

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
FLOODLIGHTING THE TOWER AT ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH

APRIL  
2 In loving memory of Sandra French, very sadly missed and loved 

by all the family.
4. In loving memory of Donald Woods on his 92nd birthday; 

missed more than ever.
9 In loving memory of Sonia Jean Aylward (neé Francis) on her 

birthday.
19 In loving memory, remembering our dear sister and auntie, 

Diane (Di) Rowland, loved and missed by us all.
24 In loving memory of our dear son and brother, Mark Whitfield, 

on his 54th birthday.
26 In loving memory of Douglas Whittle.
27 Remembering Mabel Rothwell. Always in our hearts, our Mum 

and Grannie.
To light the tower at All Saints’ Church, please get your request in  
by the 6th of the previous month. Minimum donation £8 per entry.  
Requests for this special form of remembrance should be directed to 
Claudia Campbell via the Church Office at St James’ Church, or by email: 
claudiacampbell@hotmail.co.uk; or by mobile: 07753 660 779 
Payment to be made either by cash or cheque payable to   
“The Friends of All Saints’ Church, Brightlingsea” addressed to Claudia 
Campbell, c/o The Church Office, St James’ Church, Victoria Place, CO7 0AB. 

FOR LOVERS OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE…
We seem to become pretty mixed UP about UP. To be knowledgeable 
about the proper uses of UP, look the word UP in the dictionary. In a desk-
sized dictionary, it takes UP almost a quarter page and can add UP to 30 
definitions. 
If you are UP to it, you might try building UP a list of the many ways UP 
is used. It will take UP a lot of your time, but you may wind UP with a 
hundred or more. 
When it threatens rain, we say it is clouding UP. When the sun comes out, 
we say it is clearing UP. When it rains, it wets the earth and often messes 
things UP. When it doesn’t rain for a while, things dry UP. 
One could go on and on, but let’s wrap it UP, for now my time is UP…



April  Recipe

EASTER VEGETABLE TART
If you have vegetarians at your Easter table, it is good to have a special 
celebratory dish, and this one is not difficult to put together and makes a 
cheerful contribution to your Easter meal.

Ingredients
320 g ready-rolled puff pastry
180 g new potatoes (small)
180 g asparagus
250 g mixed spring vegetables 
   (I used peas, broccoli & kale)
Bunch mint leaves 
4 small cherry tomatoes/halved
Salt & pepper

Method
1.	 Preheat the oven to 200ºC; roll out pastry a little thinner so it lines a tin 

(25cm x 35cm)

2.	 Make a small edge at each end (roll over about half a centimetre).

3.	 Cook potatoes for about 5 minutes, then cut into quarters.

4.	 In a bowl mix the spring vegetables and potatoes in olive oil.

5.	 Mix together the ricotta & grated cheese with beaten egg, salt & 
pepper, a tablespoon of chopped mint leaves, grated rind and juice of 
the lemon – then spread across base of tart.

6.	 Arrange the oiled vegetables over the tart.

7.	 Peel the asparagus, then slice into 6 cm batons, about ½ cm wide – 
arrange over top, along with the 8 halves of tomatoes.

8.	 Sprinkle with parmesan 

9.	 Bake in oven for 20 minutes then turn oven to 180ºC for a further 10 
minutes.

10.	Serve warm with additional mint leaves to garnish.
				    Recipe supplied by Elizabeth Foss-Smith

 

• Homemade Sausages and Burgers 
• Home Cooked Pies 
• Specialist Products 

• Years of Experience 
• Excellent Friendly Service 
• Locally Sourced Meats 

Suppliers of finest quality meats 

Tel: 01206 302939 

14 High Street 
Brightlingsea 

Essex 
CO7 0AE 

1 lemon
90 g grated cheese
Parmesan (for sprinkling)
250 g ricotta cheese
1 beaten egg
2 tbsp Olive oil

 
  
 

YOUR LOCAL SPAR  
AT THE HEART OF THE COMMUNITY  

20 – 21 Victoria Place, 
Brightlingsea, 
Essex CO7 0BX 
01206 302138 

Open 7 days a week 
6 am to 10 pm 



PARISH CONTACTS
Parish Administrator: Fiona Hunter will be in the Office at the 
following times: Mon, Wed, Fri from 9am – 12pm
Church Office Victoria Place, Brightlingsea, CO7 0AB Tel: 302378 
Email: saintjames2024allsaints@gmail.com
Parish Website: www.allsaintswithstjamesb-sea.co.uk 
	 and www.facebook.com/CofEBrightlingsea
If you wish to seek confidential advice, request prayer for the sick or 
infirm, or receive the sacraments, please contact:

Rev Caroline Beckett, The Vicarage, Richard Avenue, Brightlingsea 
CO7 0LP Tel: 07454 244914  Email: revcarolinebeckett@gmail.com
Vicar’s Day Off Friday (Please respect this – Caroline needs time  
to recharge.)

Curate Rev Judith Gibbons (Non-working days Mon & Thu) 
	 Email: revjudithgibbons@outlook.com 
Sacristan Mary Bugbee Tel: 01206 302629 
Baptisms Catherine Graham Mob: 07484 112600
Weddings Linda Salmon salmonlinda978@gmail.com
Funeral Enquiries The Church Office
Churchyard Records Sally Goodenough Tel: 01206 303749
Electoral Roll Elizabeth Foss-Smith Tel: 01206 305120
Sparklers & Bears Ruby Summers Tel: 01206 304481

Church Lads & Girls Brigade Facebook: @brightlingsea.brigade

THE NATIVE
Copies of The Native are available at Spar, Spirals, Wine Well, Little 
Boat Gifts, Flo’s Flowers and Lucas Estate Agents, as well as St James’ 
Church.
Also available by subscription - contact the Parish Office for details.
Cover: Easter Art
Deadline for May issue – please submit items by 18 April  
Please send any articles of future interest to Carole Maytum via the Church 
Office. Email: brightlingseaparish@btconnect.com

design and typesetting by dunmailnashe


